United Church September

Kickoff Sunday is September 77

We will begin our fall season with worship, followed by a churchwide potluck and then yard
games and activities. Please bring a dish to share; drinks and tableware will be provided. Af-
ter the meal, plan to stay for yard games and time to connect. This is a simple way to catch up
after summer and step into the new ministry year together. Invite a neighbor and join us!

Wednesday Evening Activities Begin September 10
Our Wednesday evening activities begin September 10 with opportunities for music, fellow-
ship, and faith formation. Supper is served at 6:00 PM and is open to all—a chance to enjoy
food and fellowship together. These midweek gatherings are a meaningful way to connect,
grow in faith, and share life as a church family. All are welcome! Bring a friend!
Schedule:

Middle School Youth Group: 5:30—6:30 PM

SHINE Meal: 6:00 PM

Faith Formation: 6:30—7:30 PM

High School Youth Group: 7:30-8:15 PM
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Pastor’s Column

September is a return to familiar rhythms. School is back in session, summer is over,
routines return, and our church life moves into a new season of growth and connec-
tion.

The start of a school year is not only about academics. It is also about formation. Just
as students meet new teachers and study new material, we as a congregation are called
to deepen our faith and renew our commitment to walk together.

We will mark this new season with Kickoff Sunday on September 7. After worship, we
will share a potluck meal followed up with yard games. Please bring a dish to share.
Wednesday evenings resume September 10 with the SHINE meal at 6:00 PM. Sharing
food is one of the most basic and meaningful ways we practice hospitality and care for
one another. If you would like to help with a meal or donate to the ministry, please
contact Cathee Bruinsma.

Bell choir practice returns on September 10 as does middle school youth group (5:30
pm), high school youth group (7:00 pm), and SHINE (ages pre-k — 5t grade at 6:00
pm — 7:30 pm).

Faith formation is not a one-time event but a lifelong journey. Each shared meal, les-
son, game, and conversation becomes a way we grow together as God’s people.

As we enter this fall season, let us keep watch for the ways God is at work among us.
"See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?" —Isaiah
43:19
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Building for the Future: Project Update

In August 2023, our church family voted to begin a two-year fundraising campaign for
a building addition to provide much-needed space for our music and Christian educa-
tion ministries. We are pleased to share that, after two years, more than $450,000 has
been raised. What an incredible accomplishment! Thank you for your generosity and
faithfulness!

A special word of thanks goes to our fundraising committee for their remarkable lead-
ership and dedication: Pastor Jerry, Cody Church, Sarah Woltzen, Tami Remacle, Tess
Olsen, and Melissa Weber. Job well done!

As we complete this two-year campaign, important next steps are ahead. On Septem-
ber 14, the Church Council will share an exciting update on the project that the council
unanimously approved at the August council meeting. Then, on September 28, we will
gather for a special congregational meeting to pray, discuss, and vote on renewing our
commitment to the building project.

Thank you for your prayers, financial support, encouragement, and vision for what
God is doing in our midst. We serve a big God who is using our church in big ways to
share the good news, grace, and love of Christ with our community.



New Sermon Series: Lessons from TV Shows

Beginning August 31, Pastor Jerry will lead a seven-week sermon series called Lessons
from TV Shows. Each week we will explore how memorable moments and quotes from
television connect with Scripture and our Christian faith. From dramas to comedies, old
classics to modern favorites, these shows offer surprising insights into life’s big ques-
tions. The series schedule is: August 31 — Blue Bloods; September 7 — Ted Lasso; Sep-
tember 14 — Family Matters; September 21 — I Love Lucy; September 28 — Parks and
Recreation; October 5 — The Office; October 12 — The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air. Join us as
we discover how God’s truth shows up in unexpected places.




BIBLE STUDIES AVAILABLE

Attention Young Adults!

Joey and Brittany Latsha are organizing a new Young Adults Small Group (post
—high school through 40ish), beginning with a kickoff gathering on Sunday,
September 21 at 4:00 PM at the church. The group will meet outside, so please
bring a lawn chair. Snacks will be provided, and free childcare will be available
at the church. Come enjoy fellowship, conversation, and community. You are
warmly invited!

Small Group Beginning
Sunday, Sept. 21 at 4 pm
at United Church
Childcare provided!

Adult Sunday School Teacher Needed

We are looking for someone to help lead the Adult Sunday School class this fall. If
you enjoy studying Scripture and guiding conversation, please consider serving in
this important role. To learn more or express interest, contact Pastor Jerry.

Dwight L. Moody

In our prayers, we talk to God, in
our Bible study, God talks to us,
and we had better let God do

most of the talking.
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Golden Age Sunday
G.Olden Age Sunda'y Join us as we celebrate our church
members who are 80 years and
. older on Golden Age Sunday,
Celebrating those 80+ years September 21, 2025. During

Thank you for your faithfulness! worship, we will offer a special

recognition for these treasured
Sunday, September 21st

members of our church family. Fol-
lowing the service, everyone is in-
\ vited to enjoy a dessert fellowship
N LA \ Z-_"/M in their honor. Come share in this

4 ‘%= time of gratitude and celebration!

"Let it be our unceasing
prayer, that as we grow
older, we may not grow
colder in the ways of God.
As we advance in years,
let us not decline in spiritual
power; but let us see to it
that an incerease of spiritual
vigour and energy be found
in us, that our last days
may be our best days."
~ George Miiller




Adult Classroom:

Mens Group Bible Study
meets every Friday

at 6 am
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Kickoff Sunday

Potluck & Yard Games
September 7th
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Wedne'sdays at 6 pm

September Birthday/Anniversaries

Name September

Timothy Latsha 3
Wendy & Joe Kleinsasser 4
Ferlyn & Karen Hofer 5
Leanna Nelson 7
Pamela Jerman 8
Margie Stevens 8
Lyle & Margie Stevens 8
Mark & Pam Jerman 9
Tyce Ortman 9
Trey Ortman 9
Jenny Hutcheson 10
Leola Cooper 14
Kathy Hofer 15
Cassidy Keller 15
Tiffany Ortman 18
Brad Schroeder 18
Jerry Bertelson 18
John & Tami Remacle 18
Margaret White 20
Larry & Dawn Nebelsick 20
Dustin Acheson 21
Cory & April Spicer 22
Wendy Kleinsasser 24
Lester Hagen 26
Reed Tieszen 27
Brianne Sherer 28
Luke & Jenny Hutcheson 28
Morgan Gerken 29
Rose Mary Morrow 30



Sign-up for church texts:
Text: JOINUCC
To #: 84576

United Church PLEASE
115 N Railway Ave STAMP
PO Box 188

Canistota, SD 57012



