
September 2024 United Church 

                  Embracing a New Season of Faith 

 

Dear United Church Family, 

As the leaves begin to hint at the coming change of sea-
son, we find ourselves in a time of new beginnings here 
at the United Church of Canistota. Our church is buzz-
ing with excitement as we prepare for the kickoff of our 
fall activities. From Sunday School and Wednesday 
evening activities to special events and service opportu-
nities, there’s a renewed excitement in the air—a sense 
of anticipation for what God has in store for us in the 
months ahead. 

This time of year is always a reminder of the rhythms of our faith journey. 
Just as the school year brings new lessons and challenges, our spiritual 
lives are continually unfolding, offering us fresh opportunities to grow 
closer to God and to one another. Whether we’re gathering for worship, 
studying scripture, or serving our community, each moment is a chance to 
deepen our faith and to live out the love of Christ in tangible ways. 

The upcoming Christian Education opportunities, beginning on Sunday, 
September 8th with Kickoff Sunday, are more than just a series of events; 
they are a reflection of our commitment to journey together as a church 
family. They remind us that faith is not a solitary endeavor but a commu-
nal experience where we support, encourage, and uplift one another. As 
Hebrews 10:24-25 reminds us, “And let us consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, 
as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all 
the more as you see the Day approaching.” 

As we embark on this new season, let us do so with hearts open to the 
Spirit’s leading. Let’s embrace the opportunities to connect, to serve, and 
to grow. And let’s remember that in all our activities—whether big or 
small, planned or spontaneous—God is at work, shaping us into a people 
called to follow the way of Jesus in the world. 

May this season of new beginnings draw us closer to God and to each oth-
er, as we seek to live out our faith with joy, love, purpose, and hope. 

 

In Christ's service, 

Pastor Jerry 
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We had a special prayer time to-

day for every one in our church 

involved in education, from the 

kids going to school, to teachers, 

subs, support staff, school board 

members and superintendent:)  

God bless you, your whole life 

through! 



Christian Education:  The Christian Ed committee met 
on August 11th . We discussed the up coming year in Sunday 
school, Shine, youth groups, and the kick off. The material and 
format for Shine and Sunday school will remain the same. We 
talked about starting a life group. This would be a bible study fo-
cused on the whole family. Parents and kids would be able to par-
ticipate.  
           The Shine/Youth group kick off is on September 8th. We 
will have a potluck dinner, games to play, snow cones, and possi-
bly a foam party! Shine and both youth groups are going to start 
on the 18th due to scheduling conflicts. 
Sunday school starts on the 15th.  

Commissioner To Presbytery:  There will be a 

women's retreat at camp Rimrock on September 20-22. Please 

sign up at presbyteryofsd.org  Thank you! 

UWS: UWS will be starting to plan for Turkey Supper  and if 

anyone is interested in helping that would be great! Please talk to 

Sarah Woltzen if interested. 

Stewardship and Finance: Finance meets monthly 

to review expenditures and giving. September  starts the process 

of looking ahead at the 2025 budget, with each committee review-

ing their budget and making requests for 2025 by October 20th. 

*COMMITTEE NEWS* 

3 

 



                                   *Seeking Handbell Ringers* 

The adult handbell choir is in the midst of a large turnover of ringers!  Ashley Tieszen graduated, Janine 

Nielsen moved to Sioux Falls, and Katie Ortman plans on traveling so her attendance wouldn’t be very 

consistent.  Plus, Carol Woltzen will leave us after Christmas and we won’t see her again until spring.  So 

if you have ever had the desire to learn to ring, NOW is the best time ever in my opinion!  Please come 

talk to me with any questions you may have.  If you can already read music, you are over halfway there!  

If you don’t, this is a great way to learn!  You can talk to me or call me at 605-296-3380 or call the 

church office at 605-396-3339. 

We practice every Wednesday evening at 

7:45. We usually practice for about an hour.  

It is a great time of fellowship because we 

don’t take ourselves too seriously.  Since you 

have heard us ring, you know we play very 

musically!  Even mistakes in bells are pretty!  

I’m the oldest one in the bell choir right now 

so we have gone from 5th graders ringing up 

to 85 year-olds!  It’s a very intergenerational 

group!  Give us a try!! 

Starlyn Church, Director 

YOUTH BELL CHOIR HOP-

ING TO EXPAND 

It is time to start more youth learning to 

ring handbells.  They really need to be able 

to see over the table so they should be at 

least a second grader to start.  This choir can 

go up to any age.  We will practice on 

Wednesdays after school.  The exact time 

will be decided once we see who wants to 

ring.  I will have a signup sheet on the bulle-

tin board at church for anyone interested.  
So I encourage youth to come and give it a 

try! 

Starlyn Church, Director 



COLLEGE  

ADDRESSES/ANYONES ADDRESSES 

Please!    

  Please!!      

  Please!!!    

                                                 PLEASE!!!!  

 As soon as you know your college address/ email address for this fall, let Karyn know in the office so she 

can send you this newsletter that is packed with information from home :) You can also let her know by 

sending her a message via Facebook. Also if you have moved and would still like to stay connected please let 

Karyn know!  You can email unitedchurch@goldenwest.net  to tell her also. Thank you!! 

Q. What are your  Names?     

We are Del and Starlyn (Tarrell) Church. We met on a blind date set uo by my sister, Barb. Del was 
managing a country kitchen in Washington, MN. A year later we were married and next year, 2025, 
will be married 50 years.  

 

*Tell us about your family (names, ages, grade level, careers, etc….): 

Del is a trained chef and worked many hotels, ect. Around the Minneapolis area. I have a BA degree 
in music education from SDSU and taught four years in Chamberlain as the elementary music 
teacher. After our marriage we lived in Worthington MN. The only job I could get was boning chick-
ens for the Campbell Soup company. (I have a new appreciation for anyone who works in a meat 
packing plant.) It was horrible! In November of 1975 Del and I moved to Canistota to open a restau-
rant called Del’s Kitchen. Letting a big city boy who doesn't trust anybody into a small town where 
everybody trusts everybody ( at least 50 years ago we did) didn't work out as well. So we sold the 
restaurant and Del went into the insurance business and still does that to this day. I became the 
church secretary for a few years, began giving piano lessons, was the band director at Montrose for 
16 years, custodian, New ministries coordinator and secretary (again ) for the church. We were 
blessed with two children-Cody who is a pharmacist, and Heidi  who has a degree in Christian Edu-
cation and was involved in youth ministry in Cherokee, IA, where she met her husband, and now 
loves the role of farmer’s wife and mom! We have 7 grandchildren : Hadassah, (17) Malachi, (15) 
Mara, (12) and Obadiah (10).The Skadeland grandchildren are Lydia (6), Rachel (4), and Kaleb (18 
months). Our in-laws, Erin (Church) and Kevin (Skadeland) make our family complete and are great 
parents and spouses. 

 

*What hobbies or activities do you/your family enjoy doing? 

Del used to enjoy gardening, still loves cars, cooking and camping. I love to play the piano, give pi-
ano lessons, camp, and sew. Obviously music is a big part of our life. 

 

*How did you and your family get connected with United Church?  If involved in 
church activities, which one’s are you involved with? 

I grew up in Canistota and my connection to the church started with my great grandfather being one 
of the first members of the Methodist Church in Canistota. At least that how I remember the story! 
We love our church family and our broader church family and pray God continues taking our church 
outside of the walls and into the Canistota Community.  

                       FAMILY SPOTLIGHT 



PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE UNITED CHURCH 

115 N Railway Ave. 
PO Box 188 

Canistota, SD 57012 

Come 

join in 

the fun!! 

Bring a 

friend!!

All are 

welcome! 


