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EDNEED AT l 6 ST

THIS YEAR WILL HAVE THE OPTIONS OF DINE-IN, CARRY-OUT OR DELIVERY.

FOR DINE-IN

miEKED PRICES:

ADUILT (AGES 11 & UPR) - $ii

CHILD (AGES 4-10) - $5

AGES S & UNDERETEREE

TICKETS WILL GO ON SALE AT 4PM. SORRY, NO EARLY SALES. PLEASE USE THE MAIN
ERGNT BPOORSOFE FTHE GHURCEH. SEATING WILL BE FROM S5PM-7PM. FOOD WILL BE
SERVED THROUGH A SERVING LINE AND NOT AS MANY TABLES WILL BE SET UP IN
TFHE DINING ROOM SO EHERE MAY BE A LlLFFELE BI'E OF A WAIT TO GO THROUGH THE
SERVING LINE:

FOR CARRY-OUTS

CEAME SEGSEHE GCIHEREH BETWEEN SPM-7PM. PLEEASESUSESIFIESMAINTER @NT-DOORS
OF BRHE CHURCH. DO NOT CALL AHEAER YOUR @RDER. THERE - WIII|l BE NO PRE-
ORBERING. MEALS WILL BE READY WHEN YOU COME IO THE CHURCEH. All MEALS
WILLE"BE $12 AND INCLUDE TURKEY, DRESSING, MASHED POTATOES, GRAVY, GREEN
BEAN CASSEROLE, COLE SLAW, CRANBERRIES, BUN AND CHOICE OF PUMPKIN OR
APPLE PIE. ALL MEALS WILL BE THE SAME SIZE AND CONTAIN THE SAME THINGS.

FOR DELIVERY (ONLY FOR THOSE WHO ARE PHYSICALLY UNABLE TO LEAVE
THEIR HOME OR THE ELDERLY)

2ZIOPPFIONS = CALl HE EHURCKH AT 296-5559 PRIOR TO OCTORBERNGIEEH @R CAI N TFHE
CHURGCH TEE NIGHT OF THE FURKEY SUPPER BETWEEN 4:50RPM-6-50RIM D EINVERY
MEALS ARE $12. PAYMENT WILL BE MADE AT THE TIME OF THE DELIVERY. PLEASE
DO NOT PAY AHEAD OF TIME.



Saturday, October 5th e 7pm Attention, Adult Bells

. . '
Canistota Legion Hall Update!
We have an important up-

|4 / - / | — date regarding the Adult
= Bells practice schedule.

Starting October 2nd,
= _— gy, = practice will now be held
‘ ’GNJ _lJEs I on at 8:15 PM on
— | i ) Wednesday nights.
Adult and Kid Divisions Please make a note of the
y Maximum of 4 People per Team new time, and we look for-
‘da $10 Entry Fee for Adult Teams ward to all of adult ringers
there!
. Thank you!
GHASE '".IE AGE Special Saturday Y
Chase the Ace
FUNDRAISER Events
ellimiit it el ,, October 5th -
e i e o “ Puzzle C°“t95t
Venmo until 9pm on Saturday 4 *Conﬁrmation ClaSS
* Reminder*
% Attention, Confirmation
Students & Mentors! This
October 19th - is a reminder of our up-
Proceeds to benefit the United Church BI N G O comlng conﬁrmatlon C1ass
Bui!ding for the Futt.Jre Fundrais.ing : dateSZ OCtOber 13 (Q
. e pm), October 27 (5

pm), November 10 (6
pm), and November 24
(5. pm). Be sure to mark
your calendars!

TM W . For our next class on Octo-
2 " <., Dber13, we will be covering
y Chapters 2-4 from the Dis-
SILE NT AUGION 4 ciple Bible Study Youth
Do Not Miss Out On These 10 Highly Sought After Items Edlthl’l by Abll’lngl’l
Hadassah Church Homemade Pie

Press. On October 27, we
Malachi Weber Monster Cookies

Melissa Weber Carrot Bars will dive into Chapters 5-6.

Larry Nebelsick Peanut Butter Bars
Abbigail Janzen Homemade Pie
Angie Scott Norwegian Nachos
Jolley Jerkey

Prayers and Squares Quilt

Joni Tarrell Homemade Pie

Please come prepared by
reading these sections
ahead of time so we can
Barb Spicer Caramel Rice Krispy Bars have a great diSCllSSiOH, as

OCTOBER 16, 2024 we all continue to grow to-
5PM-7PM ’ gether in faith!




FAMILY SPOTLIGHT

Q. What is your Name?
Pat Letcher

N 1
1
*Tell us about your family 11
(names, ages, grade level, ca- 3
reers, etc....):
I have been a member of our church \ﬁ

since 1961. I played piano for the lit-
tle Sunday School kids years ago and
also served on the Funeral Commit-
tee for about 23 years., after I retired
from the bank here in town. I was
employed there for 34 years.

I moved to Canistota in 1959, from
Bridgewater, when I married my
first hubby. We were blessed with
three children, Al Watson, Nancy
(Troy) McCorkell and Kris (Jim)
Warnke. They blessed me with 6
grandchildren and they in turn
blessed me with 6 great grandchil-
dren. I'm so thankful for my family
and our gatherings.

I married Wes Letcher in 1992 and
moved to an acreage and enjoyed
country living. He embraced my
family as his own. He passed nine
years ago. I moved back to Canistota
last December.

I quilt and play mahjong for a past
time. Life is good and I am so
blessed.

ViR s 4 e

(Pat and her 6 gfeat granabies) o |




Reflections on the Way

“Seeds of Gratitude: Harvesting God’s Blessings”

October 2024

Dear Church Family,

As the air turns crisp and the days grow shorter, we find ourselves entering a
season in which we’re invited to intentionally pay attention. Fall, with its vi-
brant colors and the abundance of harvest, is a time when we can pause to
give thanks for the many blessings in our lives. Just as the fields are gathered
and silos are filled, we too are invited to gather the harvest of God’s goodness
in our own hearts.

The Bible is filled with imagery of harvests. In Psalm 65:9-13, we read about
God’s care for the earth, how He waters the land and enriches it, bringing
forth crops in abundance. This picture of God’s provision reminds us that
“every good gift comes from above.” As we give thanks for the harvest of the
land—whether it’s from our own gardens or the farms around us—we also
give thanks for the many ways God has been faithful in our lives.

This season is about more than just reaping what was sown in the spring. It’s
a time to recognize that the Lord has been at work in the soil of our hearts,
planting seeds of grace, goodness, and compassion. As we reflect on our spir-
itual growth in this past year, we are reminded of God’s ongoing work in and
through us. Even in seasons of waiting or uncertainty, God is cultivating a
harvest within us.

Thanksgiving, therefore, is not just a day on the calendar, but an attitude we
carry into each moment. We are called to live with grateful hearts, acknowl-
edging God’s faithfulness in every season. Fall, with its falling leaves and
cooling winds, speaks of change, but it also speaks of God’s constant provi-
sion in the midst of that change.

Let us take time this season to thank God for the blessings we often take for
granted—our families, our homes, our health, and our church community.
Let us also remember to share that gratitude with others, spreading kindness
and goodness as we live out the fruit of what God has planted in us.

May this harvest season draw us closer to the Lord and deepen our thankful-
ness for God’s unending goodness.

In Christ,
Pastor Jerry Bertelson




Introducing Our New Church Bulletin Boards!

We are excited to announce the addition of three new bulletin boards at the
church, designed to keep everyone connected, informed, and engaged. Each
board serves a unique purpose, making it easy to stay in the loop on church hap-
penings, community events, and even opportunities to support one another
through our very own marketplace.

Here’s a quick look at what each bulletin board offers:

1. The Marketplace Board

Located in the fellowship hall, our Marketplace Board is a place where members
can post services, items for sale, or items in need. Have a lawnmower you no
longer use or handmade crafts you’d like to share? Need some help with a project
or looking for local recommendations? This is the space for you! Whether you're
buying, selling, or offering services, this board is a great way to support and bless
one another within our church community.

2. Church Announcements Board

Next, you'll find our Church Announcements Board. This is your go-to spot for all
things related to church life. Here you’ll find sign-up sheets for upcoming events,
volunteer opportunities, and ministry sign-ups, as well as the monthly council
minutes and agenda. If you’re looking for ways to get involved or want to stay up-
to-date, this board will keep you informed. Feel free to stop by each week to check
out the latest announcements and participate in the life of our congregation.

3. Community Events Board

And finally, we have a board dedicated to events happening in our local commu-
nity. Whether it’s a concert, charity event, or school activities, this board is a great
resource for staying connected to what’s going on locally. If you know of an up-
coming event that may interest the church, please feel free to share it here! This is
a wonderful way for us to engage with and support the greater community around
us.



You’re Invited to a November Book Discussion!

You're invited to a book discussion gathering on November 3 at 6 PM RSNt
in Pastor Jerry’s Study. We’ll be diving into the thought-provoking ‘
book, Caring for Words in a Culture of Lies (2nd edition) by Marilyn S
McEntyre. This book explores the power of language and encourages us Wo&ps
to be good stewards of the words we use, especially in a world where
truth is often distorted.

f 4
In McEntyre’s words, “Caring for language is a moral issue.” She chal- | b~ / ES
lenges readers to engage with language thoughtfully, protect it from
misuse, and speak truth in love. It’s an inspiring read for anyone inter-
ested in how we, as Christians, can cultivate meaningful and truthful
communication.

IN ACULTURE OF

Copies of the book are available for $15 on the table in the church entryway (checks paya-
ble to United Church). This is bound to be a time for rich discussion and fellowship on No-
vember 3!

Trunk or Treat: October 30, 6-7 PM

& Join us for some fun at our annual Trunk or Treat event
on Wednesday, October 30, from 6-7 PM! This is a great
opportunlty for kids and families to enjoy a safe, festive
evening of trick-or-treating at the church.

Kids are encouraged to come dressed in their favorite cos-
. tumes, while adults are invited to decorate their vehicles
and hand out treats from the trunks. Get creative, have
fun, and let’s fill the parking lot with laughter and excite-
ment! Please note that there is no Shine (our midweek
program for elementary students) that night, and youth
group details will be announced soon. We can’t wait to see all the creative costumes and
trunk decorations. Bring your friends and neighbors for an evening of family-friendly fun!

*FALL BACK EGG BAKE*

On Sunday, November 3rd, Daylight Savings
Time ends...so you know what that means...Egg
bake breakfast will be served after the service,
with all donations going to the Backpack food
program at school. If any members could bring
egg bakes, muffins, fruit, or any breakfast item, it
would be appreciated. Presently, the United
women purchase and pack 20 bags of food that
are sent home with the elementary children on
Fridays.

A EVEREST

So don’t forget to set your clocks back so you can
be at church on time!



Exciting Start to Shine, Youth
Groups and Bells!

[

“Let the little children come to me, and do
not hinder them, for to such belongs the
kingdom of God.” — Luke 18:16

I'm thrilled to share that our Shine
and Youth Groups kicked off the
new year on September 18 with
much anticipated and excitement!
It’s heartwarming to see our church
come alive on Wednesday nights,
with over 150 children, youth, and
adults gathering together for fellow-
ship, learning, and fun.

A special thank you goes out to our ‘
dedicated directors, teachers, helpers, and support crew who make these ministries possible.
Your hard work and commitment are invaluable, and we are grateful for everyone who is
praying for our these programs. It truly takes a village, and your contributions are making a
significant impact!

Additionally, each Wednesday, approximately 100 supper meals are served, creating an at-
mosphere of community and connection. It’s wonderful to witness children, youth, and adults
coming together over a meal to “break bread together” and to spent time in conversation (and
a bit of play). For some kids this is the only sit-down meal they get through the week with an
adult.

In addition to Shine and Youth Groups, our bell choirs practice on Wednesday nights, enrich-
ing our worship experience on Sundays with beautiful music, and the high school youth group
concludes each gathering with a meaningful time of worship in the sanctuary, fostering a
deeper connection with God.

GriefShare Informational Meeting at United
Church of Canistota

G Rl E F S HARE q Are you or someone you know struggling with the loss
. \ by . of aloved one? You don’t have to go through it alone.
— ~ United Church of Canistota is offering a GriefShare
group — a supportive and caring space where you can
find comfort and healing alongside others who are
grieving.

Pastor Jerry Bertelson will be facilitating the 12 ses-
sions, using the trusted GriefShare material designed to provide practical guidance, emo-
tional support, and biblical insights as we walk through the journey of grief together.

You're invited to an informational session on Sunday, November 17th, at 5 pm to
learn more about what GriefShare is, how it works, and how it can help bring hope during dif-
ficult times.



Reminder: Upcoming Election

As we approach the upcoming election on November 5th, I want to take a moment to remind
and encourage each of you to participate in this important civic duty. Remember to
and locate your voting location . For those absentee voting, information can be found

While there are a variety of diverse perspectives within our congregation, I invite each of us to
approach this election season with open hearts and minds, praying for guidance and wisdom as
we make choices that impact the lives of those around us. Additionally, let us take intentional
time to educate yourselves on the candidates and issues that will be on the ballot. Engaging in
this process allows us to reflect on how we can best “love our neighbors” and “form a more per-
fect union.”

Thank you for your active participation in the life of our community and for your commitment
to making a positive difference in the world.

All the best,
Pastor Jerry Bertelson
UNITED CHURCH PLACE
115 N Railway Ave “HERE
PO Box 188

Canistota, SD 57012


https://sdsos.gov/elections-voting/voting/register-to-vote/default.aspx
https://sdsos.gov/elections-voting/voting/register-to-vote/default.aspx
https://vip.sdsos.gov/VIPLogin.aspx
https://sdsos.gov/elections-voting/voting/absentee-voting.aspx

