
November 2024 UNITED CHURCH 

All funds received 

go directly to the 

backpack program 

to buy food for 

children in need. 

Currently the 

church provides  

21 bags of food for 

children every 

week! 

Thank you for 

your support in 

helping feed our 

kids:) 
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Reflections Along the Way 
 

ñKeeping Our Focus on Jesus Amidst Election Seasonò 

 
November 2024  

Dear United Church Family, 

As we approach the upcoming election on November 5th, itôs easy to be swept up by pas-
sionate debates and polarized opinions. Yet as Christians, we are called to be distinct in the 
way we carry ourselvesðreflecting the kingdom of God, no matter the political climate. This 
season is an opportunity for us to bear witness to that kingdom through our words, actions, 
and decisions, guided by the fruits of the Spirit: ñlove, joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-controlò (Galatians 5:22-23). 

In our civic participation, we should lead by example, showing compassion and grace in 
every interaction. Voting thoughtfully is also a part of this witness, as we are called to seek 
the welfare of all people, being especially mindful of the marginalized and future genera-
tions. As I voted two weeks ago, I kept thinking about the indigenous wisdom in the 
ñseventh-generation principleòïwhich encourages us to make every decision with consider-
ation for the impact it will have seven generations from today. This perspective resonates 
deeply with our faith, which challenges us to look beyond our individual preferences and 
consider the common good, aligning our actions with Godôs vision for an ñabundant lifeò for 
all (John 10:10). 

A valuable resource for reflection during this time is the Evangelical Confession 2024, 
which encourages the church to prioritize faithfulness to the gospel above all political loyal-
ties. You can read the confessional statement here. It reminds us that our identity in Christ 
transcends any political system, urging us to engage in politics with wisdom and grace, 
striving to love our neighbor and bear witness to Christ and the Kingdom of God in all 
things.  

Additionally, my undergraduate theology professor and advisor, Dr. Kimlyn Bender, recent-
ly wrote an insightful article in Christianity Today that reflects on lessons from the Barmen 
Declaration, especially in light of our current political moment. Dr. Bender draws on the 
bold witness of Karl Barth and Dietrich Bonhoeffer, offering thoughts on what faithfulness 
might look like today. His article emphasizes that the church must stand rooted in its con-
fession of Christ, even when political pressures attempt to sway our focus. You can read his 
article, 5 Lessons Christians Can Learn from the Barmen Declaration, here. 

This is a time for prayer, discernment, and committing to living out our faith in all areas of 
life. May we, as a church, ñkeep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 
faithò (Hebrews 12:2), seeking Godôs guidance and peace as we navigate these times togeth-
er. 

In Christ, 
Rev. Jerry Bertelson 
Pastor, United Church of Canistota 

https://www.evangelicalconfession2024.com/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/2024/10/barth-bonhoeffer-barmen-declaration-evangelical-confession-5-lessons/?utm_medium=widgetsocial


 

Giving Opportunities 

 

You are invited to participate in two giving initiatives: 

 

Warrior Wagons ï We are partnering with Warrior Wagons to fill four wagons for children and 
families facing pediatric cancer. The Wagon Wishlist includes: 

 

o Hard plastic plates and bowls 

o Metal knives, spoons, and forks 

o Lip balm 

o High-quality facial tissue 

o Movies for kids (ages 6 and under) 

o Baby wipes 

o Towels (mid-quality, solid colors) 

o Pop-up mesh hampers 

o New Thirty-One Large Utility Totes 

o $15 Fast Food Gift Cards 

o $10 Caribou Gift Cards 

o $25 Kwik Trip Gift Cards 

Games, books, coloring items, and toys 

 

Please drop off donations at the church by Nov. 10th. To learn more about Warrior Wagons and their 
mission, visit www.warriorwagonsinc.com. Let's help make hospital stays a little brighter for these brave 
warriors and their families! 

 

************************************************************************************************* 

 

Hurricane Relief Efforts ï We are also collecting donations for those impacted by Hurricane He-
lene and Milton through the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief (UMCOR) and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
(PDA). Your contributions will go directly to support com-
munities recovering from these devastating natural disas-
ters. To donate, please mark on your check "Hurricane Re-
lief,ò and to which group. 

Learn more or to donate directly through: 

UMCOR: www.umcor.org 

PDA: pda.pcusa.org 

Thank you for your generosity and care for those in need! 

 
 

http://www.warriorwagonsinc.com/
http://www.umcor.org


Confirmation Class Schedule 

 

 

Please come prepared by reading these chapters before class. 

If you are not able to make it to class, please meet with your mentor/confirmation the week 
following the missed class. 

Confirmation Service Projects 

 

*Prepare supper & serve for SHINE (two shifts / please sign-up) 

Wed., November 6 

4 pm ï 5:30 pm (prepare supper) 

5:30 pm ï 7:00 pm (serve supper) 

Wed., December 4 

4 pm ï 5:30 pm (prepare supper) 

5:30 pm ï 7:00 pm (serve supper) 

 

* Help lead chapel service at Good Samaritan   
Nursing Home 

Sun., January 26 at 2:30 pm ï 3:00 pm 

Songs, scripture, devotion, communion 

Ses-
sion 

Date Time Have Prepared: Topic 

5 Sunday, Novem-
ber 10 

5:00 
pm 

Chapters 8-9 Entering Prom-
ised Land & 
Kingship 

6 Sunday, Novem-
ber 17 

6:00 
pm 

Chapters 10-11 Prophets & Ex-
ile 

7 Sunday, Decem-
ber 1 

6:00 
pm 

Chapters 12-13 Life in Exile 

8 Sunday, Decem-
ber 15 

6:00 
pm 

Chapters 14-15 Return from Ex-
ile & Suffering 

9 Sunday, January 
5, 2025 

6:00 
pm 

Chapters 16-18 Awaiting the 
Messiah, Christ-
mas, & Disciple-

10 Sunday, January 
12 

6:00 
pm 

Chapter 19 Jesus Confront-
ed 

11 Sunday, January 
26 

5:00 
pm 

Chapters 20-21 Jesus & the 
Kingdom of God 

**The February ï May schedule will be publish by mid-January, 2025** 



Youth Praise Team was a family affair with Tami Ber-

telson on the guitar, Pastor Jerry on the bongos and 

Clara on the keyboard. Lucas is on the guitar also. He is 

one of our foreign exchange students and we are so 

glad he is here! Tess Olson with Marti, Joey and JR 

sang for us this morning, as did Abigail Keller and 

Katelyn Engbarth. Great job Youth Praise Team 



Tracy Huggins and her daughter Braelynn and Annika were 

Baptized on Sunday , October 13., 2024! We are so blessed 

to be witness to such a joyous event! 

On October 20,2024  Claire VanWinkle was baptized also! 

Praise God for these little  ones, and their parents.  

Romans 6:4 ñTherefore we have been buried with 

him through baptism into death, in order that just 

as Christ was raised from the dead through the glo-

ry of the Father, so also we may live a new way of 

life. ñ 

October 20, 2024 We had New Member Sunday where 

we welcomed several new members  into our church.  

John and Nina Lambertz, Les Hagen, KC and Chelsea DeVos 

along with their three daughters, Tracy Huggins, and Nicole 

Buchele. Welcome all of you to this church family!! 


