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Pastoral Reflection 

I was visiting a resident in a nursing home recently when I noticed a faded blue coffee cup sitting on a 
shelf in his room. At one time it had lettering or maybe a company logo on the front, but most of it had 
worn away over the years. I asked him about it. 
He told me it had belonged to his father. After his father died, he kept it and drank coffee from it every 
morning for more than sixty years. Now he no longer uses it, but he keeps it nearby where he can see it. 
Life changes faster than we expect. We grow older. Bodies weaken. Children move away. Jobs end. Rou-
tines disappear. Homes are sold. The world keeps moving and much of what once felt solid begins to 
shift beneath our feet. 
That is why we look for anchors. Sometimes it is a photograph. Sometimes it is a Bible with worn pages 
and notes in the margins. Sometimes it is a faded blue coffee cup sitting on a shelf. 
These things remind us that our lives are connected to a larger story. They remind us where we have 
come from and who we are.  They anchor us. 
Scripture says, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8. 
God’s faithfulness does not wear thin like the logo on an old coffee cup. The mercy of Christ does not 
fade with age. The love of God is not dependent on our strength, our memory, or our usefulness. 
That matters because often we carry fear beneath the surface. Fear of change. Fear of loss. Fear of be-
coming forgotten. 
The Gospel speaks into those fears with the good news that Christ remains. Through every season of life, 
through strength and weakness, through youth and old age, through life and death, God remains faithful. 
At United Church, we gather week after week around that promise. Not because life is unchanging, but 
because God is faithful within the change.  And for that, we can give thanks and remain anchored. 
--//-- 
 
 
 

Confirmation Sunday 
On Sunday, April 26, six students affirmed their 
faith and confirmed their baptismal vows during 
the worship service at United Church of Canistota. 
Pictured are Rev. Jerry Bertelson, Ragen Sandine, 
Blaise Spicer, Caleb Kleinsasser, Lola Conn, Con-
ner Engbarth, and Roo Acheson. 

 



On Saturday, April 25th our church hosted the Third Annual Fundraising Gala at the American Legion 
Hall.  A meal prepared by Barn & Barrel was served and On Point provided the entertainment.  Thank 
you to all who donated and attended this event! 
[insert picture] 
 

 

A special thank you to this year's Gala Fundraising Committee.  Members includ-
ed:  Sarah Woltzen, Jacey Richardson, Chelsea Devos, Pastor Jerry Bertelson, Cody 
Church, and Melissa Weber.   

 



ADHD Workshop 
On Sunday, May 3, Robert Beringer led a workshop presentation on ADHD and parenting. 
Nineteen people attended the event. He shared helpful information on what ADHD is and 
how to better understand and support the needs of those diagnosed with it. Handouts are 
available from Pastor Jerry for anyone interested. 
--//-- 
Pastor Jerry’s Vacation 
Pastor Jerry will be on vacation June 1–10. If spiritual care needs arise during that time, 
the Elders Team will be available. Please contact Amy Tieszen or Cody Church.. 
--//-- 
Communion Update 
On Sunday, June 7, Cody Church will lead the worship service and celebrate the Lord’s 
Table. 
Cody, along with Brad Schroeder, was approved by the Presbytery of South Dakota, 
through the Congregational and Pastoral Care Ministry Team, to officiate communion 
within our congregation. 
Thank you to Brad and Cody for your willingness to serve. 








