March Newsletter
The Wilderness Season of Lent

Ash Wednesday arrived on February 18, ushering in the season of Lent. These forty days, not
counting Sundays, leads us toward Easter morning. For those of us in rural South Dakota, the
timing feels especially fitting. We know something about wilderness seasons.

Look out your window. Late February is an in-between time. Winter still holds on, but spring
feels within reach. The fields are quiet. The trees are bare. The cold lingers. The roads can be
slick. The skies often feel gray. It can feel like a long stretch of waiting.

And for many people, this season is not only something we see outside. It is something we feel
inside.

Lent takes its shape from Jesus’ own experience. Scripture tells us, “Then Jesus was led up by
the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted forty days and forty nights,
and afterwards he was famished” (Matthew 4:1-2). Notice that the Spirit led him there. The
wilderness was not an accident. It was part of the journey.

Still, we should be careful with how we speak about wilderness seasons. Some people find
themselves there because of choices they regret. Others arrive there through grief, depression,
illness, addiction, financial strain, or relationships that have fractured. Some wilderness seasons
are not noble or meaningful. They simply hurt and feel lonely.

Lent does not pretend those realities are simple. But Lent does insist on one truth. God does not
abandon us in the wilderness.

Ash Wednesday begins with a sobering reminder: “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
Those words are not meant to crush us. They are meant to remind us that life is fragile. We are
not limitless. We are not in control of everything. We are mortal, and we need God.

In the wilderness, Jesus faced three temptations. Each one offered a shortcut. Turn stones into
bread and satisfy your hunger immediately. Throw yourself down from the temple and force God
to prove Himself. Worship the devil and gain power without the suffering of the cross. Beneath
each temptation was the same attack: “If you are the Son of God...”

The enemy was not only tempting Jesus to do something wrong. He was tempting Jesus to doubt
who He was, and to doubt the Father’s care.

We face the same kinds of temptations. Some of us keep busy because if we stop moving, we
might have to face the grief we buried years ago. Some of us fill every silence with noise
because silence might reveal what we have been avoiding. Some of us reach for control, alcohol,
food, spending, gossip, or constant news because we do not know how to sit with our fear. Some
of us measure our worth by being needed, and we quietly panic when we are no longer useful.



This is why Lent matters. Lent is not a spiritual self-improvement program. It is not about
proving discipline or performing sadness. It is about repentance. It is about truth telling. It is
about letting God show us what has been shaping us, and what needs to change.

Here in South Dakota, we know that not every season produces visible growth. Sometimes a
crop fails. Sometimes the drought comes. Sometimes the storm takes more than it gives. Yet
even then, life does not stop. The work of renewal continues beneath the surface.

Lent invites us into that kind of honest faith. It invites us to stop pretending we are fine. It invites
us to return to God with humility and trust. It reminds us that the road to Easter runs straight
through the cross.

Spring will come. Easter will arrive. But first, we walk through this season together,
remembering that we do not save ourselves. We are met by Christ, called back by grace, and
sustained by a love that does not let go, even here in the wilderness.
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A Lenten Sermon Series beginning February 22, 2026




A FILM SERIES ABOUT THE LIFE OF JESUS

Watch & Discussion

6:00-7:30 PM
March 1,15,&29

United Church
== 115 N Railway Ave

Open to all. Come for one night or all three.

All ages are welcome. Bring a snack to share

“Come and see.”




HOLY WEEK

Palm Sunday Service — 9:30 am

Maundy Thursday Service — 7pm

Good Friday Service — 7pm

Easter Service — 9:30 am

Palm Sunday is March 29, Maundy Thursday is April 2 and Good Friday is April 3. Easter will be
on April 5, 2026 this year.

Announcements:

Congratulations on the birth of Waylen Hayes DeKramer born to Bo and Courtney
DeKramer on February 2, 2026.

Prayers to the family of Nathan Engbarth, who passed away at age 48, on February 18,
2026.

Backpacks and Donuts????

What do these two things have in common you ask? We will be having a donut fundraiser to
raise money for the Backpack Program on Sunday, March 8, 2020 after Worship Service!! Please
come and enjoy some yummy donuts and feel free to donate to give some kids in our
community food for their weekends.

Daylight savings time begins on Sunday, March 8th!!!

Quilters Needed

In the past couple years, we have been struggling to get enough quilters to help with the senior
quilts we make each year. What we need are quilters who can rotary cut out a quilt pattern. We
also need quilters with the capability of stitching-in-the-ditch. If you are capable of either of
these jobs, please contact Starlyn in the next couple weeks. Text 605-321-7604



PARENTING
& CHILDREN

2 00 PM -3:30PM ¢ SUNDAY, MAY 3
Unlted Church of Camstota

who parent and/or teach children with ADHD!




