DEVOTIONS

Think about devotions as a continuation of our community’s worship. The following basic pattern
could be one way of forming your household’s devotions. Adapt as necessary!

GATHERING
T Light a candle to help you focus this time as “God time.”

T Prayer of the Week
O Lord, you sent your servant Jesus to be a light to all people, to open the eyes
that are blind, and to bring out those who are imprisoned in darkness. Help us to
live in the light. Amen.

CARING CONVERSATION

Take a moment to check in with each other or to use the questions below.

% Highs & Lows: Name one bright thing that happened today. Name one dark thing
that happened today.

% Thinking about This Week’s Story: Isaiah, in verse 9, talks about news things
springing forth out of old ways. Can you describe a time today when you created
something new from old or used materials?

% Getting Ready for Next Week’s Story: Joseph learns from an angel that Jesus will
be called Emmanuel, which means “God with us.” Did you experience a time
today when you felt God was with you? What happened?

DAILY BIBLE READING
Read aloud from the DAILY BIBLE READING from the front. What do you want to
remember from this reading?

PRAY TOGETHER
% Turn off all the lights in the room so that it is as dark as possible. Sit in the
darkness for a while. Then, light your Advent wreath or at least one candle. Pray
together the Lord’s Prayer.

CLOSING

T If you used a candle, extinguish it as a sign of the end of the devotion time.

T Rituals & Traditions: A Blessing to Share
With permission, mark one another with the sign of the cross each other’s hands or
forehead, and say, “You are a servant of the Lord, in whom God’s soul delights.
Amen.”

The “Four Key Faith Practices”—Caring Conversations, Devotions, Service, and Rituals & Traditions—are a framework devel-
oped by the Rev. Dr. David Anderson of Milestones Ministry and used by permission from Vibrant Faith Ministries, Blooming-
ton, MN (www.vibrantfaith.org). For more information about the Four Keys, go to http.//milestonesministry.org/.
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GOD’S STORY
@ home

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THE WEEK
Here is my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights.

- Isaiah 42:1

MEALTIME PRAYER

As the darkness surrounds us, be with us, O God. As we gather around this table, be
with us, O God. As we eat and drink, be with us, O God. Fill us with your light and love
each day. Amen.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

Something to consider as you read: What are the people doing in each story? What is
God doing in each story?

Sunday Isaiah 42:1-9 The Savior Is Coming
Monday Isaiah 43:1-7 Fear Not!

Tuesday Isaiah 44:21-28 Jerusalem Will Be Rebuilt
Wednesday lIsaiah 52:13-15 The Lord’s Servant, Part 1
Thursday Isaiah 53:1-12 The Lord’s Servant, Part 2
Friday Isaiah 55:1-5 Come to the Waters
Saturday Isaiah 55:6-13 Seek the LORD

Sunday Matthew 1:18-25 Joseph Trusts God

If your household includes younger children, use a child-friendly Bible. You might find that the
children’s Bible you are using may not include the very story assigned for the DAILY BIBLE
READINGS. Read to your kids anyway. Just pick a story!

SERVICE CHALLENGE

SERVICE is how we enact God’s great love for the entire world.

Many congregations will be holding a candlelight service at some point during Advent
or Christmas, most often on Christmas Eve. Is there a way that your household can
help with that service in any way? Check with the church office on what they might
need.
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