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SUMMER IS HERE 
SHARE YOUR TALENTS 

Since Choir and Handbells are on a break this summer, 

It would add so much to our worship to have people/

youth in our congregation share their talents with us. We 

would love to hear singing  or  instrumental pieces  

(Maybe the solo you played for the band contest at 

school!) 

If you aren't comfortable sharing, maybe you would like 

to hear someone in our congregation sing or play, or 

know someone outside of our church who would be will-

ing to share their talents. Please contact them and when 

they say “YES” please sign them up on the schedule on 

the bulletin board. Call Karyn Montgomery with any info 

needed for the bulletin so they can be included in the 

service. Thank you!! 

Starlyn Church 

FOOD PANTRY FOCUS 

Food Pantry Focus for June and July 

 

We are collecting toilet paper for the McCook Food 

Pantry during the month of June.  Please have the items 

to the church by the end of the month. July will be jelly 

in plastic containers. 
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

• Briefly highlight your point of interest here. 

• Briefly highlight your point of interest here. 

• Briefly highlight your point of interest here. 

• Briefly highlight your point of interest here. 



• Fixings for chili (chili beans/crackers/chili sea-
soning packets) 

• Peanut butter (prefer creamy) 

• Ramen noodle 

• Soup (prefer tomato and chicken noodle) 

• Laundry detergent (prefer smaller sizes) 

• Kleenex 

• Non sugar cereal (Cheerios/Rice Krispies/Chex) 

• Snack pack pudding cups — chocolate or vanilla 

• Canned chicken 

• Canned tuna 

• Toilet paper 

• Sugar 

• Flour 

• Green beans 

• Corn 

• SpagettiOs/Ravioli 

• Jelly in plastic squeezeable containers (no 
glass) 

• Manwich/packets of sloppy joe mix 

• Taco seasoning in packets 

FOOD PANTRY FOCUS 

ENTIRE LIST 

We have an opportunity to support the McCook 
County Food Pantry with items that they cannot 
really get elsewhere. Below is a wish list of items 
needed for the food pantry. These are items that 
are in short supply or they are prohibited from 
getting due to grant restrictions. The entire list is 
below; however, the World Outreach committee 
has decided to concentrate on different items 
each month. This does not mean you cannot do-
nate other items during the year but we thought 
a focus on items might help and is almost a chal-
lenge to see how many of each item we can do 
each month. We will post these on our grocery 
cart as well.  
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BEAUTY IN THE BADLANDS 

 n On a recent trip to the Badlands a couple weeks ago our 
exchange student, Zeynep, said, “If I ever move to South 
Dakota, I’d live here. It’s beautiful.”  To some the 
Badlands are long stretches of barren nothingness, to 
others it is other-worldly beautiful.  Zeynep’s comment 
reminded me of a recent podcast I listened to called On 
Being, in which host Krista Tippet interviewed poet Mary 
Oliver.  During the interview Mary Oliver shared that 
while life presented difficulties for her, she “got saved by 
the beauty of the world,” and her nature-centered poetry 
testifies to it. 

 

We can’t live without beauty - sunsets, Mary Cassatt 
paintings, a 1962 Oldsmobile Starfire Convertible, the 
carefully crafted words of Toni Morrison – they surprise 
us and pause us.  Beauty is essential to our humanity.  As 
theologian N.T. Wright argues, “Some of the earliest 
signs of homo sapiens are the remarkable works of cave 
art which indicate much more than a functional interest 
in the world.”  Beauty carries within greetings from 
another world.  As Psalm 19 declares, “The heavens 
declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of 
his hands.”  The beauty and wonder of this world point 
beyond themselves to the goodness of God. 

 
I invite you to pause for a moment today and reflect on 
where you have seen beauty and wonder lately.  Perhaps 
in nature, or in a poem?  Perhaps in your favorite Bible 
verse or worshipful song?  Perhaps in conversation with a 
friend, or in moments of sacred silence?  Perhaps in the 
smile of a family member, or the laughter of a co-worker?  
Perhaps in a piece of art, or a delectable dessert?  When 
you find that thing that causes you to pause, may its 
beauty and wonder speak deeply to your soul.   

Pastor Jerry 

https://onbeing.org/programs/mary-oliver-i-got-saved-by-the-beauty-of-the-world/ 

Simply Christian, by N.T. Wright, pg. 42. 
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FAMILY HIGHLIGHT 

So we are doing a new article for the newsletter which will high-

light a new family each month!  Since I’m the one who makes 

these newsletters I got nominated to go first:)   

My name is Karyn Montgomery. My husband Alex, and I have 5 

kids. Reagan is our oldest, he is married to Amanda and they 

have Oakley  ( the cutest grandbaby EVER!!)  Next we have 

Adorah who lives in heaven and has  for a very long time.  Then 

we have Maison who is 18 and just graduated from  Canistota 

High school.  Next is Nevaeh and she is going to be a junior this 

coming fall and Lilyannah who will be a freshman!  We have 

lived in Canistota since Reagan was 5 months old, so that is 

about almost 21 years coming up. When we first moved out here 

we lived in the apartment above the gym.  

Alex and I love living in our little town. It has been the best 

place to raise kids and the community feels just like family!  

Alex is a truck driver for Johnson Feed Inc. out of Canton SD, 

and I work here at the Church. I LOVE my church job and love 

my church family as well. It is an honor and my pleasure to 

serve alongside all of you. 

One of the questions Pastor Jerry asked me was what has been a 

significant spiritual event in my life?  When I was young I would 

have to say Awanas was a big part for me. I had the little brown 

vest and I memorized all of the verses and also had  a ton of the 

patches!  As I have gotten older, Tres Dias has really impacted 

me and my walk with Christ. It has really deepened my faith 

and my relationship with God. Also it has given me a family of 

women who pray for me and constantly lift me up when I need 

it. I'm thankful for all of the important people in my life! 

                                                          Karyn Montgomery 
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June 22 - Serve at The Banquet along with Salem 
and Montrose UMC  

June 23 - Presbytery meeting held at our church 

June 25 and July 16 Building Project Presenta-
tions  

July 7 - Bonfire at United Church at 8 pm. 

July 16 - Community Worship Service at 10 am 
@ the Legion 

July 17 - Bloodmobile 

August 13 - Congregational Meeting about build-
ing  

August 17 - Canistota School Begins 

 

INSIDE STORY HEADLINE 

SAVE THE DATE!!!! 
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PLEASE  
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UNITED CHURCH OF 
CANISTOTA 
“SHARING CHRIST’S 
LOVE THROUGH MINIS-
TRY TO OTHERS”                           
“SHARING THE HOPE 
AND PROMISE OF JESUS”                                                      
“EXPERIENCING AND 
SHARING CHRISTS PRIN-
CIPALS FOR LIFE” 
United Church of Canistota 
(Presbyterian U.S.A. and                            
United Methodist) 

P.O. Box 188 
Canistota, South Dakota 57012      
Church Office Phone:  
605.296.3339 
Pastor Jerry’s cell phone 
605.321.0388 

Church website:  uccanistota.org 
Church Email:  unit-
edchurch@goldenwest.net 
Pastor’s Email:                                      
jerry.bertelson@gmail.com 

Jerry Bertelson, Minister 
Karyn Montgomery, 
Administrative Assistant 

 


