**JULY BIRTHDAYS **
Luke Hutcheson—7/3
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Eli Remacle—7/8
Koda Popkes—7/8
Blake Anderson—7/10
Tim Bond—7/10

*Bloodmobile*

The bloodmobile will be here on July 17th.
Please sign up to give!!

DONATION PROCESS

Registration « Present Photo ID (driver’s license, etc). « Please

provide address and phone number. « If you are 16, you willneed = Sophia Huggins—7/13
to provide a parental consent form - found at cbblifeblood.org un- K h

der Donation Information or from the blood drive coordinator. Beckett Hutcheson--7/16

e You are encouraged to hydrate prior to giving blood. NO EN- Presley Small—7/18
ERGY DRINKS PLEASE! Kolin Fischer-Giegling-

e Interview « Enter the rear door of the bloodmobile - staff 7/19
members will greet you and ask you to go into the interview ) )
room. » A mini-physical will be performed - pulse, temperature Michael White—7/19
and blood pressure are all checked. A small drop of blood is
taken from a fingertip to test your iron. « You will be asked

Curt Woltzen—7/12

Mary Tieszen—7/20

health history questions. Blood Donor Extraordinaire # David White—7/20
123456 ID CARD Donate Blood « A cuff is placed on your arm
above the elbow. « A staff member cleans your arm. « The Al Watson—7/21

blood is collected - it usually takes five to seven minutes. » Re-
lax and enjoy saving a life. « Let the staff know if you have any
questions during the donation. « You donate about one pint of =~ Emalyn Fuller—7/25
blood (495ml).

e+ Your donation will save up to three patients’ lives within
your community. Refreshments! « Take some time to sit, relax
and enjoy a snack and a beverage. « Drink plenty of fluids - wa- |
ter, soda or juice. Additional Information « You need to weigh
at least 110 pounds, and be in good general health. « Most peo-
ple feel fine. It’s important to drink more fluids than you
would normally, since it helps your body replenish the fluid
loss of the donated blood (within 24 hours). « Eat well within
three to four hours of your donation. » Leave the bandage on
your arm for four (4) hours to protect your skin from infection.
« If you feel light-headed after donating, sit down and/or stop
what you are doing and wait until you feel better before con-
tinuing. Elevate your legs if possible.

Clara Bertelson-7/25

Cayden Scott—7/26




Youth Mission Trip to LaGrange, GA

This June, seven of our high school youth
and three adult chaperones packed their
bags (and plenty of snacks) and set out on a
22-hour road trip to LaGrange, Georgia. It
was a journey filled with service, civil rights
history, and true southern hospitality.

Our adventure began on Friday, June 20,
with an overnight stop in Memphis, Tennes-
see. The next day, we visited the Lorraine
Motel and the National Civil Rights Muse-
um, standing where Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. was assassinated. It was a powerful and
sobering experience that set the tone for the
week. We continued on to Birmingham, Ala-
bama, stopping at the 16th Street Baptist
Church, the site of a tragic 1963 bombing
that claimed the lives of four young girls. We
arrived in LaGrange that evening around 8
p.m., greeted warmly by our gracious host
families who instantly made us feel at home.

On Sunday, June 22, we worshiped at La-
Grange First United Methodist Church, our
host congregation, followed by lunch at a
local pizza shop. That afternoon we toured
the county museum and cemetery, learning
quirky local lore and discovering stories of
notable figures. The day wrapped up with a
classic summer evening: burgers, hot dogs,
pool time, and plenty of fun at a church
member’s home.

Monday kicked off our service projects. We
joined the Methodist Church’s Meals on
Wheels program, helping distribute over
200 meals to local residents and serving an-
other 60+ guests who came to the church
for lunch. After our hard work, we rewarded
ourselves with peach and strawberry ice
cream at a nearby orchard and enjoyed a
scenic walk among the peach trees. That
evening, we took an educational pontoon
ride along the Chattahoochee River, learn-
ing about the region’s birds and rich history.

Tuesday took us to Newnan, Georgia, where
we teamed up again with the Methodist
youth group and River of Life Ministries.
We tackled yard work and outdoor projects
at two homes. In the afternoon, we explored
the Biblical History Center, where we dis-
covered what daily life looked like in ancient
times. We ended the day with a tour of an
antebellum home (built in 1853!) and anoth-
er pool party, but this time with pizza!

On Wednesday, we returned to serve with
River of Life, working on projects about 30
miles north of LaGrange, including re-
staining a handicap-accessible deck. That
afternoon, we toured LaGrange College and
visited the beautiful Hills and Dales Estate
and gardens. We spent the evening sharing
supper and stories with our host families.

Thursday was our big day in Atlanta, visiting
Ebenezer Baptist Church and The King Cen-
ter to learn more about Martin Luther King
Jr.'s legacy. We grabbed a bite at The Varsi-
ty Café (where you're guaranteed to hear
“What’ll ya have?” shouted at you) and en-
joyed a guided tour of the World of Coca-
Cola. That night, we were treated to an ex-
travagant potluck dinner hosted by our
Methodist friends, where we shared high-
lights and reflections from our week.

Friday morning, we'said-ourgoodbyesto
our new friends and began the journey
home, stopping overnight in Indianapolis.
We rolled back into Canistota on Saturday,
June 28, at 6:30 p.m. We were tired, grate-
ful, and full of stories to tell.

We want to extend a heartfelt thank you to
United Church of Canistota for your prayers
and financial support, which made this trip
possible. Through this experience, we en-
countered remarkable hospitality, engaged
with civil rights history, served the La-
Grange community, and made new friends.

Next summer, we look forward to welcom-
ing the LaGrange youth and their chaper-
ones to Canistota, where we’ll have the
chance to return the favor and share a bit of
our own South Dakota hospitality. Stay
tuned!




In Loving Memory

Laberta Ketcham
September 8, 1927 ~ June 7, 2025

OCTOBER 28, 1944 - JUNE 16, 2025

3 v BELOVED WIFE, MOTHER, SISTER,
GRANDMA, GREAT GRANDMA, AND FRIEND



SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY

During the week of June 20-28 a group from the church travel to LaGrange, Georgia.
There, our church team experienced a kind of hospitality that felt as though it had been
plucked straight out of Genesis 18. You might remember that moment when Abraham, sit-
ting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day, looked up and saw three strangers
standing nearby. Without hesitation, he ran to meet them, bowed low, and hurried to pre-
pare an extravagant meal under the oaks of Mamre. In LaGrange, we felt that same eager-
ness, from the first warm greeting to the heaping plates of homemade food and the end-
less refills of sweet tea. The people there didn’t just invite us into their fellowship halls;
they invited us into their hearts, reminding us that true hospitality is not merely about
opening a door but about opening one’s very self to another.

This deep kind of welcome points us to the very heart of God. Throughout scripture, God
consistently shows hospitality to His people. From the manna in the wilderness (Exodus
16) to Jesus feeding the 5,000 (Matthew 14), we see God meeting physical and spiritual
needs with abundance and grace. Jesus himself modeled ultimate hospitality when he in-
vited tax collectors, fishermen, and sinners alike to share meals with him. Revelation 3:20
paints an image of Christ standing at the door and knocking, eager to come in and dine
with anyone who will receive him. Our LaGrange friends reminded us that this divine hos-
pitality is not just ancient history; it is alive and active today.

As followers of Christ, we are called to embody this spirit of welcome. Romans 12:13 urges
us to "practice hospitality," a command that is as vital now as it was to the early church.
The call is not to impress or entertain but to create spaces of belonging where strangers
become friends and friends become family. Whether it’s offering a seat at our dinner table,
listening without rushing to respond, or noticing when someone looks lost or alone, each
small act becomes a doorway to God’s grace. True hospitality is not about perfection; it’s
about presence.

Practically speaking, cultivating hospitality might look different for each of us. Maybe it’s
inviting a new neighbor over for coffee or bringing a meal to someone recovering from a
hospital stay. Perhaps we could keep a bag of goodies ready for a person asking for help
alongside the road, or we could keep a "hospitality basket" ready with snacks and tea for
unexpected guests, or invite people over for supper who we might know by first name but
don’t quite know their story. The key is to be attentive and available. It is to approach
each day with the mindset of Abraham, ready to run and meet whoever God might send
our way.

May we carry the spirit of Abraham, Lagrange First United Methodist Church, and ulti-
mately Jesus himself, into our lives, turning every meal, every handshake, every small act
of kindness into a sacred echo of God’s greater invitation. In opening our hearts and
homes, we don’t just bless others, we discover the joy of God’s kingdom breaking into our
everyday lives. As Jesus reminds us in Matthew 25, when we welcome the stranger, we are
welcoming Him. May our lives be living parables of that divine hospitality, one warm
greeting at a time.
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