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Pastor Jerry’s Reflection

As a new year opens before us, Scripture invites us into a moment of holy discernment. In Luke
5, weary fishermen stand at the edge of the water after a long night of empty nets. Jesus steps in-
to Simon Peter’s boat and asks him to do one simple thing: put out into deeper water and try
again. It is not a dramatic command, just a faithful practice. Cast the nets. Trust the word spoken.
What follows is abundance they could not have planned or predicted.

That story has something to say to us as we begin this year. Growth in faith rarely comes from
grand resolutions or sudden spiritual leaps. More often, it comes from small, steady practices that
shape us over time. A few minutes of prayer each morning. Reading Scripture together as a
household. Choosing gratitude at the dinner table. Serving quietly where there is need. Like the
fishermen, we may feel tired or unsure, but faith grows when we show up again and respond to
Jesus’ invitation to trust and act.

As a congregation, we enter with possibility. I encourage each person and each family to prayer-
fully discern one new practice that could help deepen your faith in the months ahead. There is no
single right choice, only a faithful one for this season of your life. May this year be marked by
simple obedience, shared discernment, and the quiet joy of discovering that when we place our

lives in Christ’s hands, even ordinary nets can be filled beyond expectation.
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Celebrating Shirley Jerman’s Birthday

Please help us celebrate a wonderful milestone in our church
family. Shirley Jerman will turn 97 years old on January 15.
A card shower is planned in her honor, and you are invited to
help mark the occasion by sending her a birthday card. Cards
may be mailed to: Dow Rummel, c/o Shirley Jerman, 1310
W. Madison St. #119, Sioux Falls, SD 57104. A simple note
will be a meaningful reminder that she is remembered and
cherished by her church family.
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Annual Meeting — January 25™
Our Annual Business Meeting will be held on Sunday, Janu-
ary 25, immediately following the worship service. A potluck
"an meal will follow the meeting, and all are encouraged to at-
tend and participate. Following the potluck, the January
ANNUAL CHURCH meeting of the United Church Council will take place. This
gathering is a chance to reflect on the past year, look ahead

B U S I N ES S together, and continue discerning God’s work among us. The
2025 United Church Annual Reports will be available on

M EE T I N G Sunday, January 18. Committees, please turn in a report to
Karyn by Wednesday, January 14.




oD B..Es §§”E“N“ Men’s Summit Opportunity — February 21

P== o On Saturday, February 21, from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM,

| thousands of men will gather at the Denny Sanford

- " PREMIER Center for the RESGEN Men’s Summit
2026. This day 1s designed to engage, equip, and encour-
age men to be people of vision for their families, work-
places, and communities through a lineup of compelling
communicators such as Tim Tebow and John Maxwell.
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Saturday, February 21 The church has purchased 15 tickets, available for a sug-
DENNY SANFORD PREMIER CENTER gested donation of $30. If you are interested, please see
Pastor Jerry.
IN-PERSON OR ONLINE
TICKETS STARTING AT $29
VISIT RESGEN.ORG

ticketmaster

ENGAGE. EQUIP. ENCOURAGE.

New Church Sign

We are grateful to Eric Tieszen for
installing our new church sign.
Once the ground thaws, electricity
will be run to the sign so it can be
illuminated at night. Thank you to
all who help care for and improve
our shared space.

Thank You for Advent &

1 Christmas Decorating

A heartfelt thank you to Kathy
Hofer, the Worship and Mem-
bership Committee, and all
who helped decorate the church
for the Advent and Christmas
season, as well as those who
took the decorations down af-
terward. This work requires
many hands and generous time,
and it adds warmth, beauty, and
meaning to our worship during
a special season of the year.
Your care and dedication are
deeply appreciated.
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James Olsen IV
Katelyn Kennedy
Walker DeKramer
Kynlee Kennedy
Misty Miller

Kevin Hoffman
Starlyn Church
Hunter Mehlbrech
Rebecka Butz
George Kuhler
Shirley Jerman
John Butz
Lilyannah Montgomery
Dick Dawson
Josiah Schroeder
Delbert Church
Gene Plucker
Annika Huggins
Adley Evenson
Myra Rechtenbaugh
Lyric Golder

Rylie Latsha

Jerad Nielsen
Danniel Keller

Brittany Latsha

Joshua Popkes Jr
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