Islam Notes
Creed is called the Shahadah

“There is no God by God and Muhammad is his prophet”

Specific words:

Three Arabic letters “sin-lam-min”

“S-L-M” or “Islam”

“S-L-M” or “salaam” – “peace”

Islam means submission to the will of Allah

Muslim is one who submits to the will of Allah

“Allah” is Arabic word for “god”

History

· Islam centered in Mecca, which held the “black stone,” a holy object of veneration that was likely a meteorite, and it was surrounded by an enclosure called the Ka’bah

· Muhammad was born in 570 in Mecca and raised by his uncle.

· Muhammad was illiterate all his life

· He worked for a traveling caravan and exposed to many religions

· During a period of meditation, Muslims believe that the angel Gabriel brought Muhammad a revelation from God – said “Iqra!” or, “recite”

· What he recited was the Quran, or the revelation of God

Holiest Sites in Islam

1. Mecca (Ka’bah)

2. Medina (Muhammad’s burial place)

3. Jerusalem (Dome of the Rock)

Five Pillars of Islam

1. Repetition of the creed (the shahadah)

2. Daily prayer (salat / five times a day)

3. Almsgiving (2.5%)

4. The fast of Ramadan

5. Pilgrimage to Mecca (Hajj)

Points of Connection / Divergence

· Importance of prayer and giving

· Monotheism

· Beliefs about Jesus

· Value of the family
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