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Advent Hope 

By Pastor Jerry Bertelson 

Advent marks the beginning of the church’s liturgical year, a season of anticipation 
and longing. But as Dr. Will Willimon, dean emeritus at Duke University, recently 
wrote in an email newsletter, “Advent hope starts by confronting us—shaking us out 
of our false comforts and easy expectations.” Advent hope is not the kind of hope that 
makes us comfortable. It’s not a soothing optimism that glosses over the realities of 
life.  

Consider the story of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24. They are 
trudging away from Jerusalem, their shoulders heavy with grief and disappointment. 
“We had hoped,” they tell the stranger walking beside them. “We had hoped that 
Jesus was the one to redeem Israel.” Their words echo in the hearts of anyone who 
has ever felt the sting of unmet expectations. They had hoped Jesus would restore 
their nation, overthrow the oppressors, and fix the broken systems. But their hopes 
were too small. They couldn’t see the larger story unfolding in front of them, the story 
of a hope that transcends human limitations. 
 
When Jesus finally reveals Himself to them, He doesn’t pat them on the back or offer 
shallow reassurance. Instead, He opens their eyes to the fullness of God’s plan. It’s not 
about small victories or temporary solutions; it’s about the transformation of the 
entire world. The resurrection redefines hope—it doesn’t erase suffering but infuses 
it with meaning and purpose. 
 
Paul captures this same radical vision in 1 Corinthians 15:19: “If for this life only we 
have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.” It’s a sobering reminder. 
If our hope in Christ is limited to this life—to comfort, success, or even the survival of 
our institutions—then we’ve missed the point entirely. True hope looks beyond this 
life. It’s rooted in the resurrection, in the God who defeated death and offers new life. 
This hope doesn’t promise an easy path. It calls us to walk with Jesus through the 
cross, through suffering, through the disorienting in-between of a kingdom that is 
both here and not yet fully realized. 
 
In ministry, I’ve seen the dangers of false hopes. There’s the hope that a charismatic 
leader will fill the pews, that a new program will revive a struggling church, or that 
our good intentions will somehow save us. These hopes are tempting because they’re 
tangible. They’re achievable. But they’re also shallow. They demand little of us and 
fail to address the deeper transformations God desires. Jesus doesn’t settle for these 
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easy answers. He disrupts them, challenging us to hope for more—for the kind of 
change that begins in our hearts and spills out into the world. 
 
Advent hope is not passive. It’s not a resignation to the way things are. It’s a defiant 
trust in God’s power to bring life out of death, redemption out of ruin. This kind of 
hope isn’t easy. It doesn’t fix everything overnight. But it’s real, and it lasts. 
 
Isaiah 40:31 offers a glimpse of this enduring hope: “But those who hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” This is the hope Advent calls us to 
embrace—a hope that renews and sustains us even in the midst of waiting, even 
when the path forward is unclear. 
 
As we enter this Advent season, let’s be clear-eyed about what we’re hoping for. This 
isn’t about wishful thinking or sentimental cheer. Advent hope is grounded in God’s 
promises, promises that come to fruition not through our efforts but through God’s 
faithfulness. It’s the hope of a God who walks with us on our Emmaus roads, even 
when we fail to recognize Him. It’s the hope of a God who refuses to leave us in our 
despair, who invites us to lift our eyes to the larger story of redemption unfolding all 
around us. 
 
So let us wait with hope this Advent. Not for quick fixes or superficial comforts, but 
for the coming of Christ, who makes all things new. And as we wait, may we find the 
courage to let go of our small hopes and embrace the audacious, dangerous, life-
giving hope of the gospel.  
 
Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Jerry 
 

 

Upcoming Announcements 
 

 Sunday, December 1 
o First Sunday of Advent with 

communion at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Note:  No Confirmation Class 

 Wednesday, December 4 
o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 

o Community Meal – 6:00 pm 
o SHINE – 6:30 pm (last Shine 

until 1-8-2025) 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 
o Adult Bells – 8:15 pm 

 Sunday, December 8 
o Praise worship at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Churchwide cleanup at 

11:15 am 
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 Wednesday, December 11 

o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 6:30 pm 
o Cookies, Cocoa & Christmas 

Cheer Variety Show – 7:00 
pm 

 Sunday, December 15 
o Worship Service with Bell 

Choir program at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Christmas Caroling in 

Canistota at 6:00 pm (meet at 
the church parking lot) 

 Wednesday, December 18 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 

 Sunday, December 22 
o Worship Service with 

Children’s Christmas 
Program at 9:30 am 

o No Sunday School until 1-5-
2024 

o Chapel at nursing home at 
2:30 pm 

 Tuesday, December 24 
o Christmas Eve candlelight 

service at 5:00 pm 
 Sunday, December 29 

o Worship service at 9:30 am 
o No Sunday school 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ongoing Activities: 
 
Quilting Group, “Prayers & Squares” meets 
on Monday mornings at 9:00 am in the 
church fellowship hall. 
 
Men’s Group Bible Study meets on Fridays 
at 6:00 am in the church fellowship hall. 
 
Community Events: 
 Canistota City Council 

o At City Hall 
o December 2nd at 6:00 pm 

 Canistota’s Festival of Trees  
o American Legion Hall 
o Saturday, December 7th  
o 3:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

 Canistota School Board Meeting 
o At School Library 
o Monday, December 9th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 Elementary Winter Concert  
o At Canistota School 
o Thursday, December 12th  
o At 6:30 pm 

 Middle School & High School Winter 
Concert 

o At Canistota School 
o Monday, December 16th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 PTO Meeting 
o At Canistota School at 6:30 pm 
o Tuesday December 17th  
o Contact:  ptocanistotahawks@gmail.com 

for location 

 Winter Break at Canistota School from 
December 23 – January 3 

 Visit Canistota.k.12.sd.us for 
additional school calendar events 

 
Thank you to all who helped to decorate the 

church on Saturday, November 30th for the 
Advent & Christmas Seasons! 
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Jesus was the one to redeem Israel.” Their words echo in the hearts of anyone who 
has ever felt the sting of unmet expectations. They had hoped Jesus would restore 
their nation, overthrow the oppressors, and fix the broken systems. But their hopes 
were too small. They couldn’t see the larger story unfolding in front of them, the story 
of a hope that transcends human limitations. 
 
When Jesus finally reveals Himself to them, He doesn’t pat them on the back or offer 
shallow reassurance. Instead, He opens their eyes to the fullness of God’s plan. It’s not 
about small victories or temporary solutions; it’s about the transformation of the 
entire world. The resurrection redefines hope—it doesn’t erase suffering but infuses 
it with meaning and purpose. 
 
Paul captures this same radical vision in 1 Corinthians 15:19: “If for this life only we 
have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.” It’s a sobering reminder. 
If our hope in Christ is limited to this life—to comfort, success, or even the survival of 
our institutions—then we’ve missed the point entirely. True hope looks beyond this 
life. It’s rooted in the resurrection, in the God who defeated death and offers new life. 
This hope doesn’t promise an easy path. It calls us to walk with Jesus through the 
cross, through suffering, through the disorienting in-between of a kingdom that is 
both here and not yet fully realized. 
 
In ministry, I’ve seen the dangers of false hopes. There’s the hope that a charismatic 
leader will fill the pews, that a new program will revive a struggling church, or that 
our good intentions will somehow save us. These hopes are tempting because they’re 
tangible. They’re achievable. But they’re also shallow. They demand little of us and 
fail to address the deeper transformations God desires. Jesus doesn’t settle for these 
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easy answers. He disrupts them, challenging us to hope for more—for the kind of 
change that begins in our hearts and spills out into the world. 
 
Advent hope is not passive. It’s not a resignation to the way things are. It’s a defiant 
trust in God’s power to bring life out of death, redemption out of ruin. This kind of 
hope isn’t easy. It doesn’t fix everything overnight. But it’s real, and it lasts. 
 
Isaiah 40:31 offers a glimpse of this enduring hope: “But those who hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” This is the hope Advent calls us to 
embrace—a hope that renews and sustains us even in the midst of waiting, even 
when the path forward is unclear. 
 
As we enter this Advent season, let’s be clear-eyed about what we’re hoping for. This 
isn’t about wishful thinking or sentimental cheer. Advent hope is grounded in God’s 
promises, promises that come to fruition not through our efforts but through God’s 
faithfulness. It’s the hope of a God who walks with us on our Emmaus roads, even 
when we fail to recognize Him. It’s the hope of a God who refuses to leave us in our 
despair, who invites us to lift our eyes to the larger story of redemption unfolding all 
around us. 
 
So let us wait with hope this Advent. Not for quick fixes or superficial comforts, but 
for the coming of Christ, who makes all things new. And as we wait, may we find the 
courage to let go of our small hopes and embrace the audacious, dangerous, life-
giving hope of the gospel.  
 
Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Jerry 
 

 

Upcoming Announcements 
 

 Sunday, December 1 
o First Sunday of Advent with 

communion at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Note:  No Confirmation Class 

 Wednesday, December 4 
o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 

o Community Meal – 6:00 pm 
o SHINE – 6:30 pm (last Shine 

until 1-8-2025) 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 
o Adult Bells – 8:15 pm 

 Sunday, December 8 
o Praise worship at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Churchwide cleanup at 

11:15 am 
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 Wednesday, December 11 

o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 6:30 pm 
o Cookies, Cocoa & Christmas 

Cheer Variety Show – 7:00 
pm 

 Sunday, December 15 
o Worship Service with Bell 

Choir program at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Christmas Caroling in 

Canistota at 6:00 pm (meet at 
the church parking lot) 

 Wednesday, December 18 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 

 Sunday, December 22 
o Worship Service with 

Children’s Christmas 
Program at 9:30 am 

o No Sunday School until 1-5-
2024 

o Chapel at nursing home at 
2:30 pm 

 Tuesday, December 24 
o Christmas Eve candlelight 

service at 5:00 pm 
 Sunday, December 29 

o Worship service at 9:30 am 
o No Sunday school 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ongoing Activities: 
 
Quilting Group, “Prayers & Squares” meets 
on Monday mornings at 9:00 am in the 
church fellowship hall. 
 
Men’s Group Bible Study meets on Fridays 
at 6:00 am in the church fellowship hall. 
 
Community Events: 
 Canistota City Council 

o At City Hall 
o December 2nd at 6:00 pm 

 Canistota’s Festival of Trees  
o American Legion Hall 
o Saturday, December 7th  
o 3:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

 Canistota School Board Meeting 
o At School Library 
o Monday, December 9th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 Elementary Winter Concert  
o At Canistota School 
o Thursday, December 12th  
o At 6:30 pm 

 Middle School & High School Winter 
Concert 

o At Canistota School 
o Monday, December 16th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 PTO Meeting 
o At Canistota School at 6:30 pm 
o Tuesday December 17th  
o Contact:  ptocanistotahawks@gmail.com 

for location 

 Winter Break at Canistota School from 
December 23 – January 3 

 Visit Canistota.k.12.sd.us for 
additional school calendar events 

 
Thank you to all who helped to decorate the 

church on Saturday, November 30th for the 
Advent & Christmas Seasons! 
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Advent Hope 

By Pastor Jerry Bertelson 

Advent marks the beginning of the church’s liturgical year, a season of anticipation 
and longing. But as Dr. Will Willimon, dean emeritus at Duke University, recently 
wrote in an email newsletter, “Advent hope starts by confronting us—shaking us out 
of our false comforts and easy expectations.” Advent hope is not the kind of hope that 
makes us comfortable. It’s not a soothing optimism that glosses over the realities of 
life.  

Consider the story of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24. They are 
trudging away from Jerusalem, their shoulders heavy with grief and disappointment. 
“We had hoped,” they tell the stranger walking beside them. “We had hoped that 
Jesus was the one to redeem Israel.” Their words echo in the hearts of anyone who 
has ever felt the sting of unmet expectations. They had hoped Jesus would restore 
their nation, overthrow the oppressors, and fix the broken systems. But their hopes 
were too small. They couldn’t see the larger story unfolding in front of them, the story 
of a hope that transcends human limitations. 
 
When Jesus finally reveals Himself to them, He doesn’t pat them on the back or offer 
shallow reassurance. Instead, He opens their eyes to the fullness of God’s plan. It’s not 
about small victories or temporary solutions; it’s about the transformation of the 
entire world. The resurrection redefines hope—it doesn’t erase suffering but infuses 
it with meaning and purpose. 
 
Paul captures this same radical vision in 1 Corinthians 15:19: “If for this life only we 
have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.” It’s a sobering reminder. 
If our hope in Christ is limited to this life—to comfort, success, or even the survival of 
our institutions—then we’ve missed the point entirely. True hope looks beyond this 
life. It’s rooted in the resurrection, in the God who defeated death and offers new life. 
This hope doesn’t promise an easy path. It calls us to walk with Jesus through the 
cross, through suffering, through the disorienting in-between of a kingdom that is 
both here and not yet fully realized. 
 
In ministry, I’ve seen the dangers of false hopes. There’s the hope that a charismatic 
leader will fill the pews, that a new program will revive a struggling church, or that 
our good intentions will somehow save us. These hopes are tempting because they’re 
tangible. They’re achievable. But they’re also shallow. They demand little of us and 
fail to address the deeper transformations God desires. Jesus doesn’t settle for these 
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easy answers. He disrupts them, challenging us to hope for more—for the kind of 
change that begins in our hearts and spills out into the world. 
 
Advent hope is not passive. It’s not a resignation to the way things are. It’s a defiant 
trust in God’s power to bring life out of death, redemption out of ruin. This kind of 
hope isn’t easy. It doesn’t fix everything overnight. But it’s real, and it lasts. 
 
Isaiah 40:31 offers a glimpse of this enduring hope: “But those who hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” This is the hope Advent calls us to 
embrace—a hope that renews and sustains us even in the midst of waiting, even 
when the path forward is unclear. 
 
As we enter this Advent season, let’s be clear-eyed about what we’re hoping for. This 
isn’t about wishful thinking or sentimental cheer. Advent hope is grounded in God’s 
promises, promises that come to fruition not through our efforts but through God’s 
faithfulness. It’s the hope of a God who walks with us on our Emmaus roads, even 
when we fail to recognize Him. It’s the hope of a God who refuses to leave us in our 
despair, who invites us to lift our eyes to the larger story of redemption unfolding all 
around us. 
 
So let us wait with hope this Advent. Not for quick fixes or superficial comforts, but 
for the coming of Christ, who makes all things new. And as we wait, may we find the 
courage to let go of our small hopes and embrace the audacious, dangerous, life-
giving hope of the gospel.  
 
Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Jerry 
 

 

Upcoming Announcements 
 

 Sunday, December 1 
o First Sunday of Advent with 

communion at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Note:  No Confirmation Class 

 Wednesday, December 4 
o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 

o Community Meal – 6:00 pm 
o SHINE – 6:30 pm (last Shine 

until 1-8-2025) 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 
o Adult Bells – 8:15 pm 

 Sunday, December 8 
o Praise worship at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Churchwide cleanup at 

11:15 am 
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 Wednesday, December 11 

o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 6:30 pm 
o Cookies, Cocoa & Christmas 

Cheer Variety Show – 7:00 
pm 

 Sunday, December 15 
o Worship Service with Bell 

Choir program at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Christmas Caroling in 

Canistota at 6:00 pm (meet at 
the church parking lot) 

 Wednesday, December 18 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 

 Sunday, December 22 
o Worship Service with 

Children’s Christmas 
Program at 9:30 am 

o No Sunday School until 1-5-
2024 

o Chapel at nursing home at 
2:30 pm 

 Tuesday, December 24 
o Christmas Eve candlelight 

service at 5:00 pm 
 Sunday, December 29 

o Worship service at 9:30 am 
o No Sunday school 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ongoing Activities: 
 
Quilting Group, “Prayers & Squares” meets 
on Monday mornings at 9:00 am in the 
church fellowship hall. 
 
Men’s Group Bible Study meets on Fridays 
at 6:00 am in the church fellowship hall. 
 
Community Events: 
 Canistota City Council 

o At City Hall 
o December 2nd at 6:00 pm 

 Canistota’s Festival of Trees  
o American Legion Hall 
o Saturday, December 7th  
o 3:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

 Canistota School Board Meeting 
o At School Library 
o Monday, December 9th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 Elementary Winter Concert  
o At Canistota School 
o Thursday, December 12th  
o At 6:30 pm 

 Middle School & High School Winter 
Concert 

o At Canistota School 
o Monday, December 16th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 PTO Meeting 
o At Canistota School at 6:30 pm 
o Tuesday December 17th  
o Contact:  ptocanistotahawks@gmail.com 

for location 

 Winter Break at Canistota School from 
December 23 – January 3 

 Visit Canistota.k.12.sd.us for 
additional school calendar events 

 
Thank you to all who helped to decorate the 

church on Saturday, November 30th for the 
Advent & Christmas Seasons! 
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Advent Hope 

By Pastor Jerry Bertelson 

Advent marks the beginning of the church’s liturgical year, a season of anticipation 
and longing. But as Dr. Will Willimon, dean emeritus at Duke University, recently 
wrote in an email newsletter, “Advent hope starts by confronting us—shaking us out 
of our false comforts and easy expectations.” Advent hope is not the kind of hope that 
makes us comfortable. It’s not a soothing optimism that glosses over the realities of 
life.  

Consider the story of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24. They are 
trudging away from Jerusalem, their shoulders heavy with grief and disappointment. 
“We had hoped,” they tell the stranger walking beside them. “We had hoped that 
Jesus was the one to redeem Israel.” Their words echo in the hearts of anyone who 
has ever felt the sting of unmet expectations. They had hoped Jesus would restore 
their nation, overthrow the oppressors, and fix the broken systems. But their hopes 
were too small. They couldn’t see the larger story unfolding in front of them, the story 
of a hope that transcends human limitations. 
 
When Jesus finally reveals Himself to them, He doesn’t pat them on the back or offer 
shallow reassurance. Instead, He opens their eyes to the fullness of God’s plan. It’s not 
about small victories or temporary solutions; it’s about the transformation of the 
entire world. The resurrection redefines hope—it doesn’t erase suffering but infuses 
it with meaning and purpose. 
 
Paul captures this same radical vision in 1 Corinthians 15:19: “If for this life only we 
have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.” It’s a sobering reminder. 
If our hope in Christ is limited to this life—to comfort, success, or even the survival of 
our institutions—then we’ve missed the point entirely. True hope looks beyond this 
life. It’s rooted in the resurrection, in the God who defeated death and offers new life. 
This hope doesn’t promise an easy path. It calls us to walk with Jesus through the 
cross, through suffering, through the disorienting in-between of a kingdom that is 
both here and not yet fully realized. 
 
In ministry, I’ve seen the dangers of false hopes. There’s the hope that a charismatic 
leader will fill the pews, that a new program will revive a struggling church, or that 
our good intentions will somehow save us. These hopes are tempting because they’re 
tangible. They’re achievable. But they’re also shallow. They demand little of us and 
fail to address the deeper transformations God desires. Jesus doesn’t settle for these 
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easy answers. He disrupts them, challenging us to hope for more—for the kind of 
change that begins in our hearts and spills out into the world. 
 
Advent hope is not passive. It’s not a resignation to the way things are. It’s a defiant 
trust in God’s power to bring life out of death, redemption out of ruin. This kind of 
hope isn’t easy. It doesn’t fix everything overnight. But it’s real, and it lasts. 
 
Isaiah 40:31 offers a glimpse of this enduring hope: “But those who hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” This is the hope Advent calls us to 
embrace—a hope that renews and sustains us even in the midst of waiting, even 
when the path forward is unclear. 
 
As we enter this Advent season, let’s be clear-eyed about what we’re hoping for. This 
isn’t about wishful thinking or sentimental cheer. Advent hope is grounded in God’s 
promises, promises that come to fruition not through our efforts but through God’s 
faithfulness. It’s the hope of a God who walks with us on our Emmaus roads, even 
when we fail to recognize Him. It’s the hope of a God who refuses to leave us in our 
despair, who invites us to lift our eyes to the larger story of redemption unfolding all 
around us. 
 
So let us wait with hope this Advent. Not for quick fixes or superficial comforts, but 
for the coming of Christ, who makes all things new. And as we wait, may we find the 
courage to let go of our small hopes and embrace the audacious, dangerous, life-
giving hope of the gospel.  
 
Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Jerry 
 

 

Upcoming Announcements 
 

 Sunday, December 1 
o First Sunday of Advent with 

communion at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Note:  No Confirmation Class 

 Wednesday, December 4 
o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 

o Community Meal – 6:00 pm 
o SHINE – 6:30 pm (last Shine 

until 1-8-2025) 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 
o Adult Bells – 8:15 pm 

 Sunday, December 8 
o Praise worship at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Churchwide cleanup at 

11:15 am 
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 Wednesday, December 11 

o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 6:30 pm 
o Cookies, Cocoa & Christmas 

Cheer Variety Show – 7:00 
pm 

 Sunday, December 15 
o Worship Service with Bell 

Choir program at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Christmas Caroling in 

Canistota at 6:00 pm (meet at 
the church parking lot) 

 Wednesday, December 18 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 

 Sunday, December 22 
o Worship Service with 

Children’s Christmas 
Program at 9:30 am 

o No Sunday School until 1-5-
2024 

o Chapel at nursing home at 
2:30 pm 

 Tuesday, December 24 
o Christmas Eve candlelight 

service at 5:00 pm 
 Sunday, December 29 

o Worship service at 9:30 am 
o No Sunday school 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ongoing Activities: 
 
Quilting Group, “Prayers & Squares” meets 
on Monday mornings at 9:00 am in the 
church fellowship hall. 
 
Men’s Group Bible Study meets on Fridays 
at 6:00 am in the church fellowship hall. 
 
Community Events: 
 Canistota City Council 

o At City Hall 
o December 2nd at 6:00 pm 

 Canistota’s Festival of Trees  
o American Legion Hall 
o Saturday, December 7th  
o 3:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

 Canistota School Board Meeting 
o At School Library 
o Monday, December 9th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 Elementary Winter Concert  
o At Canistota School 
o Thursday, December 12th  
o At 6:30 pm 

 Middle School & High School Winter 
Concert 

o At Canistota School 
o Monday, December 16th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 PTO Meeting 
o At Canistota School at 6:30 pm 
o Tuesday December 17th  
o Contact:  ptocanistotahawks@gmail.com 

for location 

 Winter Break at Canistota School from 
December 23 – January 3 

 Visit Canistota.k.12.sd.us for 
additional school calendar events 

 
Thank you to all who helped to decorate the 

church on Saturday, November 30th for the 
Advent & Christmas Seasons! 
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Advent Hope 

By Pastor Jerry Bertelson 

Advent marks the beginning of the church’s liturgical year, a season of anticipation 
and longing. But as Dr. Will Willimon, dean emeritus at Duke University, recently 
wrote in an email newsletter, “Advent hope starts by confronting us—shaking us out 
of our false comforts and easy expectations.” Advent hope is not the kind of hope that 
makes us comfortable. It’s not a soothing optimism that glosses over the realities of 
life.  

Consider the story of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24. They are 
trudging away from Jerusalem, their shoulders heavy with grief and disappointment. 
“We had hoped,” they tell the stranger walking beside them. “We had hoped that 
Jesus was the one to redeem Israel.” Their words echo in the hearts of anyone who 
has ever felt the sting of unmet expectations. They had hoped Jesus would restore 
their nation, overthrow the oppressors, and fix the broken systems. But their hopes 
were too small. They couldn’t see the larger story unfolding in front of them, the story 
of a hope that transcends human limitations. 
 
When Jesus finally reveals Himself to them, He doesn’t pat them on the back or offer 
shallow reassurance. Instead, He opens their eyes to the fullness of God’s plan. It’s not 
about small victories or temporary solutions; it’s about the transformation of the 
entire world. The resurrection redefines hope—it doesn’t erase suffering but infuses 
it with meaning and purpose. 
 
Paul captures this same radical vision in 1 Corinthians 15:19: “If for this life only we 
have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.” It’s a sobering reminder. 
If our hope in Christ is limited to this life—to comfort, success, or even the survival of 
our institutions—then we’ve missed the point entirely. True hope looks beyond this 
life. It’s rooted in the resurrection, in the God who defeated death and offers new life. 
This hope doesn’t promise an easy path. It calls us to walk with Jesus through the 
cross, through suffering, through the disorienting in-between of a kingdom that is 
both here and not yet fully realized. 
 
In ministry, I’ve seen the dangers of false hopes. There’s the hope that a charismatic 
leader will fill the pews, that a new program will revive a struggling church, or that 
our good intentions will somehow save us. These hopes are tempting because they’re 
tangible. They’re achievable. But they’re also shallow. They demand little of us and 
fail to address the deeper transformations God desires. Jesus doesn’t settle for these 
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easy answers. He disrupts them, challenging us to hope for more—for the kind of 
change that begins in our hearts and spills out into the world. 
 
Advent hope is not passive. It’s not a resignation to the way things are. It’s a defiant 
trust in God’s power to bring life out of death, redemption out of ruin. This kind of 
hope isn’t easy. It doesn’t fix everything overnight. But it’s real, and it lasts. 
 
Isaiah 40:31 offers a glimpse of this enduring hope: “But those who hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” This is the hope Advent calls us to 
embrace—a hope that renews and sustains us even in the midst of waiting, even 
when the path forward is unclear. 
 
As we enter this Advent season, let’s be clear-eyed about what we’re hoping for. This 
isn’t about wishful thinking or sentimental cheer. Advent hope is grounded in God’s 
promises, promises that come to fruition not through our efforts but through God’s 
faithfulness. It’s the hope of a God who walks with us on our Emmaus roads, even 
when we fail to recognize Him. It’s the hope of a God who refuses to leave us in our 
despair, who invites us to lift our eyes to the larger story of redemption unfolding all 
around us. 
 
So let us wait with hope this Advent. Not for quick fixes or superficial comforts, but 
for the coming of Christ, who makes all things new. And as we wait, may we find the 
courage to let go of our small hopes and embrace the audacious, dangerous, life-
giving hope of the gospel.  
 
Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Jerry 
 

 

Upcoming Announcements 
 

 Sunday, December 1 
o First Sunday of Advent with 

communion at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Note:  No Confirmation Class 

 Wednesday, December 4 
o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 

o Community Meal – 6:00 pm 
o SHINE – 6:30 pm (last Shine 

until 1-8-2025) 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 
o Adult Bells – 8:15 pm 

 Sunday, December 8 
o Praise worship at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Churchwide cleanup at 

11:15 am 
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 Wednesday, December 11 

o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 6:30 pm 
o Cookies, Cocoa & Christmas 

Cheer Variety Show – 7:00 
pm 

 Sunday, December 15 
o Worship Service with Bell 

Choir program at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Christmas Caroling in 

Canistota at 6:00 pm (meet at 
the church parking lot) 

 Wednesday, December 18 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 

 Sunday, December 22 
o Worship Service with 

Children’s Christmas 
Program at 9:30 am 

o No Sunday School until 1-5-
2024 

o Chapel at nursing home at 
2:30 pm 

 Tuesday, December 24 
o Christmas Eve candlelight 

service at 5:00 pm 
 Sunday, December 29 

o Worship service at 9:30 am 
o No Sunday school 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ongoing Activities: 
 
Quilting Group, “Prayers & Squares” meets 
on Monday mornings at 9:00 am in the 
church fellowship hall. 
 
Men’s Group Bible Study meets on Fridays 
at 6:00 am in the church fellowship hall. 
 
Community Events: 
 Canistota City Council 

o At City Hall 
o December 2nd at 6:00 pm 

 Canistota’s Festival of Trees  
o American Legion Hall 
o Saturday, December 7th  
o 3:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

 Canistota School Board Meeting 
o At School Library 
o Monday, December 9th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 Elementary Winter Concert  
o At Canistota School 
o Thursday, December 12th  
o At 6:30 pm 

 Middle School & High School Winter 
Concert 

o At Canistota School 
o Monday, December 16th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 PTO Meeting 
o At Canistota School at 6:30 pm 
o Tuesday December 17th  
o Contact:  ptocanistotahawks@gmail.com 

for location 

 Winter Break at Canistota School from 
December 23 – January 3 

 Visit Canistota.k.12.sd.us for 
additional school calendar events 

 
Thank you to all who helped to decorate the 

church on Saturday, November 30th for the 
Advent & Christmas Seasons! 
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Advent Hope 

By Pastor Jerry Bertelson 

Advent marks the beginning of the church’s liturgical year, a season of anticipation 
and longing. But as Dr. Will Willimon, dean emeritus at Duke University, recently 
wrote in an email newsletter, “Advent hope starts by confronting us—shaking us out 
of our false comforts and easy expectations.” Advent hope is not the kind of hope that 
makes us comfortable. It’s not a soothing optimism that glosses over the realities of 
life.  

Consider the story of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24. They are 
trudging away from Jerusalem, their shoulders heavy with grief and disappointment. 
“We had hoped,” they tell the stranger walking beside them. “We had hoped that 
Jesus was the one to redeem Israel.” Their words echo in the hearts of anyone who 
has ever felt the sting of unmet expectations. They had hoped Jesus would restore 
their nation, overthrow the oppressors, and fix the broken systems. But their hopes 
were too small. They couldn’t see the larger story unfolding in front of them, the story 
of a hope that transcends human limitations. 
 
When Jesus finally reveals Himself to them, He doesn’t pat them on the back or offer 
shallow reassurance. Instead, He opens their eyes to the fullness of God’s plan. It’s not 
about small victories or temporary solutions; it’s about the transformation of the 
entire world. The resurrection redefines hope—it doesn’t erase suffering but infuses 
it with meaning and purpose. 
 
Paul captures this same radical vision in 1 Corinthians 15:19: “If for this life only we 
have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.” It’s a sobering reminder. 
If our hope in Christ is limited to this life—to comfort, success, or even the survival of 
our institutions—then we’ve missed the point entirely. True hope looks beyond this 
life. It’s rooted in the resurrection, in the God who defeated death and offers new life. 
This hope doesn’t promise an easy path. It calls us to walk with Jesus through the 
cross, through suffering, through the disorienting in-between of a kingdom that is 
both here and not yet fully realized. 
 
In ministry, I’ve seen the dangers of false hopes. There’s the hope that a charismatic 
leader will fill the pews, that a new program will revive a struggling church, or that 
our good intentions will somehow save us. These hopes are tempting because they’re 
tangible. They’re achievable. But they’re also shallow. They demand little of us and 
fail to address the deeper transformations God desires. Jesus doesn’t settle for these 
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easy answers. He disrupts them, challenging us to hope for more—for the kind of 
change that begins in our hearts and spills out into the world. 
 
Advent hope is not passive. It’s not a resignation to the way things are. It’s a defiant 
trust in God’s power to bring life out of death, redemption out of ruin. This kind of 
hope isn’t easy. It doesn’t fix everything overnight. But it’s real, and it lasts. 
 
Isaiah 40:31 offers a glimpse of this enduring hope: “But those who hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” This is the hope Advent calls us to 
embrace—a hope that renews and sustains us even in the midst of waiting, even 
when the path forward is unclear. 
 
As we enter this Advent season, let’s be clear-eyed about what we’re hoping for. This 
isn’t about wishful thinking or sentimental cheer. Advent hope is grounded in God’s 
promises, promises that come to fruition not through our efforts but through God’s 
faithfulness. It’s the hope of a God who walks with us on our Emmaus roads, even 
when we fail to recognize Him. It’s the hope of a God who refuses to leave us in our 
despair, who invites us to lift our eyes to the larger story of redemption unfolding all 
around us. 
 
So let us wait with hope this Advent. Not for quick fixes or superficial comforts, but 
for the coming of Christ, who makes all things new. And as we wait, may we find the 
courage to let go of our small hopes and embrace the audacious, dangerous, life-
giving hope of the gospel.  
 
Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Jerry 
 

 

Upcoming Announcements 
 

 Sunday, December 1 
o First Sunday of Advent with 

communion at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Note:  No Confirmation Class 

 Wednesday, December 4 
o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 

o Community Meal – 6:00 pm 
o SHINE – 6:30 pm (last Shine 

until 1-8-2025) 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 
o Adult Bells – 8:15 pm 

 Sunday, December 8 
o Praise worship at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Churchwide cleanup at 

11:15 am 
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 Wednesday, December 11 

o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 6:30 pm 
o Cookies, Cocoa & Christmas 

Cheer Variety Show – 7:00 
pm 

 Sunday, December 15 
o Worship Service with Bell 

Choir program at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Christmas Caroling in 

Canistota at 6:00 pm (meet at 
the church parking lot) 

 Wednesday, December 18 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 

 Sunday, December 22 
o Worship Service with 

Children’s Christmas 
Program at 9:30 am 

o No Sunday School until 1-5-
2024 

o Chapel at nursing home at 
2:30 pm 

 Tuesday, December 24 
o Christmas Eve candlelight 

service at 5:00 pm 
 Sunday, December 29 

o Worship service at 9:30 am 
o No Sunday school 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ongoing Activities: 
 
Quilting Group, “Prayers & Squares” meets 
on Monday mornings at 9:00 am in the 
church fellowship hall. 
 
Men’s Group Bible Study meets on Fridays 
at 6:00 am in the church fellowship hall. 
 
Community Events: 
 Canistota City Council 

o At City Hall 
o December 2nd at 6:00 pm 

 Canistota’s Festival of Trees  
o American Legion Hall 
o Saturday, December 7th  
o 3:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

 Canistota School Board Meeting 
o At School Library 
o Monday, December 9th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 Elementary Winter Concert  
o At Canistota School 
o Thursday, December 12th  
o At 6:30 pm 

 Middle School & High School Winter 
Concert 

o At Canistota School 
o Monday, December 16th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 PTO Meeting 
o At Canistota School at 6:30 pm 
o Tuesday December 17th  
o Contact:  ptocanistotahawks@gmail.com 

for location 

 Winter Break at Canistota School from 
December 23 – January 3 

 Visit Canistota.k.12.sd.us for 
additional school calendar events 

 
Thank you to all who helped to decorate the 

church on Saturday, November 30th for the 
Advent & Christmas Seasons! 
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Advent Hope 

By Pastor Jerry Bertelson 

Advent marks the beginning of the church’s liturgical year, a season of anticipation 
and longing. But as Dr. Will Willimon, dean emeritus at Duke University, recently 
wrote in an email newsletter, “Advent hope starts by confronting us—shaking us out 
of our false comforts and easy expectations.” Advent hope is not the kind of hope that 
makes us comfortable. It’s not a soothing optimism that glosses over the realities of 
life.  

Consider the story of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24. They are 
trudging away from Jerusalem, their shoulders heavy with grief and disappointment. 
“We had hoped,” they tell the stranger walking beside them. “We had hoped that 
Jesus was the one to redeem Israel.” Their words echo in the hearts of anyone who 
has ever felt the sting of unmet expectations. They had hoped Jesus would restore 
their nation, overthrow the oppressors, and fix the broken systems. But their hopes 
were too small. They couldn’t see the larger story unfolding in front of them, the story 
of a hope that transcends human limitations. 
 
When Jesus finally reveals Himself to them, He doesn’t pat them on the back or offer 
shallow reassurance. Instead, He opens their eyes to the fullness of God’s plan. It’s not 
about small victories or temporary solutions; it’s about the transformation of the 
entire world. The resurrection redefines hope—it doesn’t erase suffering but infuses 
it with meaning and purpose. 
 
Paul captures this same radical vision in 1 Corinthians 15:19: “If for this life only we 
have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.” It’s a sobering reminder. 
If our hope in Christ is limited to this life—to comfort, success, or even the survival of 
our institutions—then we’ve missed the point entirely. True hope looks beyond this 
life. It’s rooted in the resurrection, in the God who defeated death and offers new life. 
This hope doesn’t promise an easy path. It calls us to walk with Jesus through the 
cross, through suffering, through the disorienting in-between of a kingdom that is 
both here and not yet fully realized. 
 
In ministry, I’ve seen the dangers of false hopes. There’s the hope that a charismatic 
leader will fill the pews, that a new program will revive a struggling church, or that 
our good intentions will somehow save us. These hopes are tempting because they’re 
tangible. They’re achievable. But they’re also shallow. They demand little of us and 
fail to address the deeper transformations God desires. Jesus doesn’t settle for these 
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easy answers. He disrupts them, challenging us to hope for more—for the kind of 
change that begins in our hearts and spills out into the world. 
 
Advent hope is not passive. It’s not a resignation to the way things are. It’s a defiant 
trust in God’s power to bring life out of death, redemption out of ruin. This kind of 
hope isn’t easy. It doesn’t fix everything overnight. But it’s real, and it lasts. 
 
Isaiah 40:31 offers a glimpse of this enduring hope: “But those who hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” This is the hope Advent calls us to 
embrace—a hope that renews and sustains us even in the midst of waiting, even 
when the path forward is unclear. 
 
As we enter this Advent season, let’s be clear-eyed about what we’re hoping for. This 
isn’t about wishful thinking or sentimental cheer. Advent hope is grounded in God’s 
promises, promises that come to fruition not through our efforts but through God’s 
faithfulness. It’s the hope of a God who walks with us on our Emmaus roads, even 
when we fail to recognize Him. It’s the hope of a God who refuses to leave us in our 
despair, who invites us to lift our eyes to the larger story of redemption unfolding all 
around us. 
 
So let us wait with hope this Advent. Not for quick fixes or superficial comforts, but 
for the coming of Christ, who makes all things new. And as we wait, may we find the 
courage to let go of our small hopes and embrace the audacious, dangerous, life-
giving hope of the gospel.  
 
Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Jerry 
 

 

Upcoming Announcements 
 

 Sunday, December 1 
o First Sunday of Advent with 

communion at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Note:  No Confirmation Class 

 Wednesday, December 4 
o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 

o Community Meal – 6:00 pm 
o SHINE – 6:30 pm (last Shine 

until 1-8-2025) 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 
o Adult Bells – 8:15 pm 

 Sunday, December 8 
o Praise worship at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Churchwide cleanup at 

11:15 am 
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 Wednesday, December 11 

o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 6:30 pm 
o Cookies, Cocoa & Christmas 

Cheer Variety Show – 7:00 
pm 

 Sunday, December 15 
o Worship Service with Bell 

Choir program at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Christmas Caroling in 

Canistota at 6:00 pm (meet at 
the church parking lot) 

 Wednesday, December 18 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 

 Sunday, December 22 
o Worship Service with 

Children’s Christmas 
Program at 9:30 am 

o No Sunday School until 1-5-
2024 

o Chapel at nursing home at 
2:30 pm 

 Tuesday, December 24 
o Christmas Eve candlelight 

service at 5:00 pm 
 Sunday, December 29 

o Worship service at 9:30 am 
o No Sunday school 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ongoing Activities: 
 
Quilting Group, “Prayers & Squares” meets 
on Monday mornings at 9:00 am in the 
church fellowship hall. 
 
Men’s Group Bible Study meets on Fridays 
at 6:00 am in the church fellowship hall. 
 
Community Events: 
 Canistota City Council 

o At City Hall 
o December 2nd at 6:00 pm 

 Canistota’s Festival of Trees  
o American Legion Hall 
o Saturday, December 7th  
o 3:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

 Canistota School Board Meeting 
o At School Library 
o Monday, December 9th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 Elementary Winter Concert  
o At Canistota School 
o Thursday, December 12th  
o At 6:30 pm 

 Middle School & High School Winter 
Concert 

o At Canistota School 
o Monday, December 16th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 PTO Meeting 
o At Canistota School at 6:30 pm 
o Tuesday December 17th  
o Contact:  ptocanistotahawks@gmail.com 

for location 

 Winter Break at Canistota School from 
December 23 – January 3 

 Visit Canistota.k.12.sd.us for 
additional school calendar events 

 
Thank you to all who helped to decorate the 

church on Saturday, November 30th for the 
Advent & Christmas Seasons! 
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Advent Hope 

By Pastor Jerry Bertelson 

Advent marks the beginning of the church’s liturgical year, a season of anticipation 
and longing. But as Dr. Will Willimon, dean emeritus at Duke University, recently 
wrote in an email newsletter, “Advent hope starts by confronting us—shaking us out 
of our false comforts and easy expectations.” Advent hope is not the kind of hope that 
makes us comfortable. It’s not a soothing optimism that glosses over the realities of 
life.  

Consider the story of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24. They are 
trudging away from Jerusalem, their shoulders heavy with grief and disappointment. 
“We had hoped,” they tell the stranger walking beside them. “We had hoped that 
Jesus was the one to redeem Israel.” Their words echo in the hearts of anyone who 
has ever felt the sting of unmet expectations. They had hoped Jesus would restore 
their nation, overthrow the oppressors, and fix the broken systems. But their hopes 
were too small. They couldn’t see the larger story unfolding in front of them, the story 
of a hope that transcends human limitations. 
 
When Jesus finally reveals Himself to them, He doesn’t pat them on the back or offer 
shallow reassurance. Instead, He opens their eyes to the fullness of God’s plan. It’s not 
about small victories or temporary solutions; it’s about the transformation of the 
entire world. The resurrection redefines hope—it doesn’t erase suffering but infuses 
it with meaning and purpose. 
 
Paul captures this same radical vision in 1 Corinthians 15:19: “If for this life only we 
have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.” It’s a sobering reminder. 
If our hope in Christ is limited to this life—to comfort, success, or even the survival of 
our institutions—then we’ve missed the point entirely. True hope looks beyond this 
life. It’s rooted in the resurrection, in the God who defeated death and offers new life. 
This hope doesn’t promise an easy path. It calls us to walk with Jesus through the 
cross, through suffering, through the disorienting in-between of a kingdom that is 
both here and not yet fully realized. 
 
In ministry, I’ve seen the dangers of false hopes. There’s the hope that a charismatic 
leader will fill the pews, that a new program will revive a struggling church, or that 
our good intentions will somehow save us. These hopes are tempting because they’re 
tangible. They’re achievable. But they’re also shallow. They demand little of us and 
fail to address the deeper transformations God desires. Jesus doesn’t settle for these 
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easy answers. He disrupts them, challenging us to hope for more—for the kind of 
change that begins in our hearts and spills out into the world. 
 
Advent hope is not passive. It’s not a resignation to the way things are. It’s a defiant 
trust in God’s power to bring life out of death, redemption out of ruin. This kind of 
hope isn’t easy. It doesn’t fix everything overnight. But it’s real, and it lasts. 
 
Isaiah 40:31 offers a glimpse of this enduring hope: “But those who hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” This is the hope Advent calls us to 
embrace—a hope that renews and sustains us even in the midst of waiting, even 
when the path forward is unclear. 
 
As we enter this Advent season, let’s be clear-eyed about what we’re hoping for. This 
isn’t about wishful thinking or sentimental cheer. Advent hope is grounded in God’s 
promises, promises that come to fruition not through our efforts but through God’s 
faithfulness. It’s the hope of a God who walks with us on our Emmaus roads, even 
when we fail to recognize Him. It’s the hope of a God who refuses to leave us in our 
despair, who invites us to lift our eyes to the larger story of redemption unfolding all 
around us. 
 
So let us wait with hope this Advent. Not for quick fixes or superficial comforts, but 
for the coming of Christ, who makes all things new. And as we wait, may we find the 
courage to let go of our small hopes and embrace the audacious, dangerous, life-
giving hope of the gospel.  
 
Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Jerry 
 

 

Upcoming Announcements 
 

 Sunday, December 1 
o First Sunday of Advent with 

communion at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Note:  No Confirmation Class 

 Wednesday, December 4 
o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 

o Community Meal – 6:00 pm 
o SHINE – 6:30 pm (last Shine 

until 1-8-2025) 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 
o Adult Bells – 8:15 pm 

 Sunday, December 8 
o Praise worship at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Churchwide cleanup at 

11:15 am 
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 Wednesday, December 11 

o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 6:30 pm 
o Cookies, Cocoa & Christmas 

Cheer Variety Show – 7:00 
pm 

 Sunday, December 15 
o Worship Service with Bell 

Choir program at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Christmas Caroling in 

Canistota at 6:00 pm (meet at 
the church parking lot) 

 Wednesday, December 18 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 

 Sunday, December 22 
o Worship Service with 

Children’s Christmas 
Program at 9:30 am 

o No Sunday School until 1-5-
2024 

o Chapel at nursing home at 
2:30 pm 

 Tuesday, December 24 
o Christmas Eve candlelight 

service at 5:00 pm 
 Sunday, December 29 

o Worship service at 9:30 am 
o No Sunday school 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ongoing Activities: 
 
Quilting Group, “Prayers & Squares” meets 
on Monday mornings at 9:00 am in the 
church fellowship hall. 
 
Men’s Group Bible Study meets on Fridays 
at 6:00 am in the church fellowship hall. 
 
Community Events: 
 Canistota City Council 

o At City Hall 
o December 2nd at 6:00 pm 

 Canistota’s Festival of Trees  
o American Legion Hall 
o Saturday, December 7th  
o 3:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

 Canistota School Board Meeting 
o At School Library 
o Monday, December 9th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 Elementary Winter Concert  
o At Canistota School 
o Thursday, December 12th  
o At 6:30 pm 

 Middle School & High School Winter 
Concert 

o At Canistota School 
o Monday, December 16th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 PTO Meeting 
o At Canistota School at 6:30 pm 
o Tuesday December 17th  
o Contact:  ptocanistotahawks@gmail.com 

for location 

 Winter Break at Canistota School from 
December 23 – January 3 

 Visit Canistota.k.12.sd.us for 
additional school calendar events 

 
Thank you to all who helped to decorate the 

church on Saturday, November 30th for the 
Advent & Christmas Seasons! 
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Advent Hope 

By Pastor Jerry Bertelson 

Advent marks the beginning of the church’s liturgical year, a season of anticipation 
and longing. But as Dr. Will Willimon, dean emeritus at Duke University, recently 
wrote in an email newsletter, “Advent hope starts by confronting us—shaking us out 
of our false comforts and easy expectations.” Advent hope is not the kind of hope that 
makes us comfortable. It’s not a soothing optimism that glosses over the realities of 
life.  

Consider the story of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24. They are 
trudging away from Jerusalem, their shoulders heavy with grief and disappointment. 
“We had hoped,” they tell the stranger walking beside them. “We had hoped that 
Jesus was the one to redeem Israel.” Their words echo in the hearts of anyone who 
has ever felt the sting of unmet expectations. They had hoped Jesus would restore 
their nation, overthrow the oppressors, and fix the broken systems. But their hopes 
were too small. They couldn’t see the larger story unfolding in front of them, the story 
of a hope that transcends human limitations. 
 
When Jesus finally reveals Himself to them, He doesn’t pat them on the back or offer 
shallow reassurance. Instead, He opens their eyes to the fullness of God’s plan. It’s not 
about small victories or temporary solutions; it’s about the transformation of the 
entire world. The resurrection redefines hope—it doesn’t erase suffering but infuses 
it with meaning and purpose. 
 
Paul captures this same radical vision in 1 Corinthians 15:19: “If for this life only we 
have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.” It’s a sobering reminder. 
If our hope in Christ is limited to this life—to comfort, success, or even the survival of 
our institutions—then we’ve missed the point entirely. True hope looks beyond this 
life. It’s rooted in the resurrection, in the God who defeated death and offers new life. 
This hope doesn’t promise an easy path. It calls us to walk with Jesus through the 
cross, through suffering, through the disorienting in-between of a kingdom that is 
both here and not yet fully realized. 
 
In ministry, I’ve seen the dangers of false hopes. There’s the hope that a charismatic 
leader will fill the pews, that a new program will revive a struggling church, or that 
our good intentions will somehow save us. These hopes are tempting because they’re 
tangible. They’re achievable. But they’re also shallow. They demand little of us and 
fail to address the deeper transformations God desires. Jesus doesn’t settle for these 
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easy answers. He disrupts them, challenging us to hope for more—for the kind of 
change that begins in our hearts and spills out into the world. 
 
Advent hope is not passive. It’s not a resignation to the way things are. It’s a defiant 
trust in God’s power to bring life out of death, redemption out of ruin. This kind of 
hope isn’t easy. It doesn’t fix everything overnight. But it’s real, and it lasts. 
 
Isaiah 40:31 offers a glimpse of this enduring hope: “But those who hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” This is the hope Advent calls us to 
embrace—a hope that renews and sustains us even in the midst of waiting, even 
when the path forward is unclear. 
 
As we enter this Advent season, let’s be clear-eyed about what we’re hoping for. This 
isn’t about wishful thinking or sentimental cheer. Advent hope is grounded in God’s 
promises, promises that come to fruition not through our efforts but through God’s 
faithfulness. It’s the hope of a God who walks with us on our Emmaus roads, even 
when we fail to recognize Him. It’s the hope of a God who refuses to leave us in our 
despair, who invites us to lift our eyes to the larger story of redemption unfolding all 
around us. 
 
So let us wait with hope this Advent. Not for quick fixes or superficial comforts, but 
for the coming of Christ, who makes all things new. And as we wait, may we find the 
courage to let go of our small hopes and embrace the audacious, dangerous, life-
giving hope of the gospel.  
 
Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Jerry 
 

 

Upcoming Announcements 
 

 Sunday, December 1 
o First Sunday of Advent with 

communion at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Note:  No Confirmation Class 

 Wednesday, December 4 
o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 

o Community Meal – 6:00 pm 
o SHINE – 6:30 pm (last Shine 

until 1-8-2025) 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 
o Adult Bells – 8:15 pm 

 Sunday, December 8 
o Praise worship at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Churchwide cleanup at 

11:15 am 
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 Wednesday, December 11 

o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 6:30 pm 
o Cookies, Cocoa & Christmas 

Cheer Variety Show – 7:00 
pm 

 Sunday, December 15 
o Worship Service with Bell 

Choir program at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Christmas Caroling in 

Canistota at 6:00 pm (meet at 
the church parking lot) 

 Wednesday, December 18 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 

 Sunday, December 22 
o Worship Service with 

Children’s Christmas 
Program at 9:30 am 

o No Sunday School until 1-5-
2024 

o Chapel at nursing home at 
2:30 pm 

 Tuesday, December 24 
o Christmas Eve candlelight 

service at 5:00 pm 
 Sunday, December 29 

o Worship service at 9:30 am 
o No Sunday school 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ongoing Activities: 
 
Quilting Group, “Prayers & Squares” meets 
on Monday mornings at 9:00 am in the 
church fellowship hall. 
 
Men’s Group Bible Study meets on Fridays 
at 6:00 am in the church fellowship hall. 
 
Community Events: 
 Canistota City Council 

o At City Hall 
o December 2nd at 6:00 pm 

 Canistota’s Festival of Trees  
o American Legion Hall 
o Saturday, December 7th  
o 3:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

 Canistota School Board Meeting 
o At School Library 
o Monday, December 9th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 Elementary Winter Concert  
o At Canistota School 
o Thursday, December 12th  
o At 6:30 pm 

 Middle School & High School Winter 
Concert 

o At Canistota School 
o Monday, December 16th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 PTO Meeting 
o At Canistota School at 6:30 pm 
o Tuesday December 17th  
o Contact:  ptocanistotahawks@gmail.com 

for location 

 Winter Break at Canistota School from 
December 23 – January 3 

 Visit Canistota.k.12.sd.us for 
additional school calendar events 

 
Thank you to all who helped to decorate the 

church on Saturday, November 30th for the 
Advent & Christmas Seasons! 
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Advent Hope 

By Pastor Jerry Bertelson 

Advent marks the beginning of the church’s liturgical year, a season of anticipation 
and longing. But as Dr. Will Willimon, dean emeritus at Duke University, recently 
wrote in an email newsletter, “Advent hope starts by confronting us—shaking us out 
of our false comforts and easy expectations.” Advent hope is not the kind of hope that 
makes us comfortable. It’s not a soothing optimism that glosses over the realities of 
life.  

Consider the story of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24. They are 
trudging away from Jerusalem, their shoulders heavy with grief and disappointment. 
“We had hoped,” they tell the stranger walking beside them. “We had hoped that 
Jesus was the one to redeem Israel.” Their words echo in the hearts of anyone who 
has ever felt the sting of unmet expectations. They had hoped Jesus would restore 
their nation, overthrow the oppressors, and fix the broken systems. But their hopes 
were too small. They couldn’t see the larger story unfolding in front of them, the story 
of a hope that transcends human limitations. 
 
When Jesus finally reveals Himself to them, He doesn’t pat them on the back or offer 
shallow reassurance. Instead, He opens their eyes to the fullness of God’s plan. It’s not 
about small victories or temporary solutions; it’s about the transformation of the 
entire world. The resurrection redefines hope—it doesn’t erase suffering but infuses 
it with meaning and purpose. 
 
Paul captures this same radical vision in 1 Corinthians 15:19: “If for this life only we 
have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.” It’s a sobering reminder. 
If our hope in Christ is limited to this life—to comfort, success, or even the survival of 
our institutions—then we’ve missed the point entirely. True hope looks beyond this 
life. It’s rooted in the resurrection, in the God who defeated death and offers new life. 
This hope doesn’t promise an easy path. It calls us to walk with Jesus through the 
cross, through suffering, through the disorienting in-between of a kingdom that is 
both here and not yet fully realized. 
 
In ministry, I’ve seen the dangers of false hopes. There’s the hope that a charismatic 
leader will fill the pews, that a new program will revive a struggling church, or that 
our good intentions will somehow save us. These hopes are tempting because they’re 
tangible. They’re achievable. But they’re also shallow. They demand little of us and 
fail to address the deeper transformations God desires. Jesus doesn’t settle for these 
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easy answers. He disrupts them, challenging us to hope for more—for the kind of 
change that begins in our hearts and spills out into the world. 
 
Advent hope is not passive. It’s not a resignation to the way things are. It’s a defiant 
trust in God’s power to bring life out of death, redemption out of ruin. This kind of 
hope isn’t easy. It doesn’t fix everything overnight. But it’s real, and it lasts. 
 
Isaiah 40:31 offers a glimpse of this enduring hope: “But those who hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” This is the hope Advent calls us to 
embrace—a hope that renews and sustains us even in the midst of waiting, even 
when the path forward is unclear. 
 
As we enter this Advent season, let’s be clear-eyed about what we’re hoping for. This 
isn’t about wishful thinking or sentimental cheer. Advent hope is grounded in God’s 
promises, promises that come to fruition not through our efforts but through God’s 
faithfulness. It’s the hope of a God who walks with us on our Emmaus roads, even 
when we fail to recognize Him. It’s the hope of a God who refuses to leave us in our 
despair, who invites us to lift our eyes to the larger story of redemption unfolding all 
around us. 
 
So let us wait with hope this Advent. Not for quick fixes or superficial comforts, but 
for the coming of Christ, who makes all things new. And as we wait, may we find the 
courage to let go of our small hopes and embrace the audacious, dangerous, life-
giving hope of the gospel.  
 
Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Jerry 
 

 

Upcoming Announcements 
 

 Sunday, December 1 
o First Sunday of Advent with 

communion at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Note:  No Confirmation Class 

 Wednesday, December 4 
o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 

o Community Meal – 6:00 pm 
o SHINE – 6:30 pm (last Shine 

until 1-8-2025) 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 
o Adult Bells – 8:15 pm 

 Sunday, December 8 
o Praise worship at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Churchwide cleanup at 

11:15 am 
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 Wednesday, December 11 

o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 6:30 pm 
o Cookies, Cocoa & Christmas 

Cheer Variety Show – 7:00 
pm 

 Sunday, December 15 
o Worship Service with Bell 

Choir program at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Christmas Caroling in 

Canistota at 6:00 pm (meet at 
the church parking lot) 

 Wednesday, December 18 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 

 Sunday, December 22 
o Worship Service with 

Children’s Christmas 
Program at 9:30 am 

o No Sunday School until 1-5-
2024 

o Chapel at nursing home at 
2:30 pm 

 Tuesday, December 24 
o Christmas Eve candlelight 

service at 5:00 pm 
 Sunday, December 29 

o Worship service at 9:30 am 
o No Sunday school 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ongoing Activities: 
 
Quilting Group, “Prayers & Squares” meets 
on Monday mornings at 9:00 am in the 
church fellowship hall. 
 
Men’s Group Bible Study meets on Fridays 
at 6:00 am in the church fellowship hall. 
 
Community Events: 
 Canistota City Council 

o At City Hall 
o December 2nd at 6:00 pm 

 Canistota’s Festival of Trees  
o American Legion Hall 
o Saturday, December 7th  
o 3:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

 Canistota School Board Meeting 
o At School Library 
o Monday, December 9th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 Elementary Winter Concert  
o At Canistota School 
o Thursday, December 12th  
o At 6:30 pm 

 Middle School & High School Winter 
Concert 

o At Canistota School 
o Monday, December 16th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 PTO Meeting 
o At Canistota School at 6:30 pm 
o Tuesday December 17th  
o Contact:  ptocanistotahawks@gmail.com 

for location 

 Winter Break at Canistota School from 
December 23 – January 3 

 Visit Canistota.k.12.sd.us for 
additional school calendar events 

 
Thank you to all who helped to decorate the 

church on Saturday, November 30th for the 
Advent & Christmas Seasons! 
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Advent Hope 

By Pastor Jerry Bertelson 

Advent marks the beginning of the church’s liturgical year, a season of anticipation 
and longing. But as Dr. Will Willimon, dean emeritus at Duke University, recently 
wrote in an email newsletter, “Advent hope starts by confronting us—shaking us out 
of our false comforts and easy expectations.” Advent hope is not the kind of hope that 
makes us comfortable. It’s not a soothing optimism that glosses over the realities of 
life.  

Consider the story of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24. They are 
trudging away from Jerusalem, their shoulders heavy with grief and disappointment. 
“We had hoped,” they tell the stranger walking beside them. “We had hoped that 
Jesus was the one to redeem Israel.” Their words echo in the hearts of anyone who 
has ever felt the sting of unmet expectations. They had hoped Jesus would restore 
their nation, overthrow the oppressors, and fix the broken systems. But their hopes 
were too small. They couldn’t see the larger story unfolding in front of them, the story 
of a hope that transcends human limitations. 
 
When Jesus finally reveals Himself to them, He doesn’t pat them on the back or offer 
shallow reassurance. Instead, He opens their eyes to the fullness of God’s plan. It’s not 
about small victories or temporary solutions; it’s about the transformation of the 
entire world. The resurrection redefines hope—it doesn’t erase suffering but infuses 
it with meaning and purpose. 
 
Paul captures this same radical vision in 1 Corinthians 15:19: “If for this life only we 
have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.” It’s a sobering reminder. 
If our hope in Christ is limited to this life—to comfort, success, or even the survival of 
our institutions—then we’ve missed the point entirely. True hope looks beyond this 
life. It’s rooted in the resurrection, in the God who defeated death and offers new life. 
This hope doesn’t promise an easy path. It calls us to walk with Jesus through the 
cross, through suffering, through the disorienting in-between of a kingdom that is 
both here and not yet fully realized. 
 
In ministry, I’ve seen the dangers of false hopes. There’s the hope that a charismatic 
leader will fill the pews, that a new program will revive a struggling church, or that 
our good intentions will somehow save us. These hopes are tempting because they’re 
tangible. They’re achievable. But they’re also shallow. They demand little of us and 
fail to address the deeper transformations God desires. Jesus doesn’t settle for these 
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easy answers. He disrupts them, challenging us to hope for more—for the kind of 
change that begins in our hearts and spills out into the world. 
 
Advent hope is not passive. It’s not a resignation to the way things are. It’s a defiant 
trust in God’s power to bring life out of death, redemption out of ruin. This kind of 
hope isn’t easy. It doesn’t fix everything overnight. But it’s real, and it lasts. 
 
Isaiah 40:31 offers a glimpse of this enduring hope: “But those who hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” This is the hope Advent calls us to 
embrace—a hope that renews and sustains us even in the midst of waiting, even 
when the path forward is unclear. 
 
As we enter this Advent season, let’s be clear-eyed about what we’re hoping for. This 
isn’t about wishful thinking or sentimental cheer. Advent hope is grounded in God’s 
promises, promises that come to fruition not through our efforts but through God’s 
faithfulness. It’s the hope of a God who walks with us on our Emmaus roads, even 
when we fail to recognize Him. It’s the hope of a God who refuses to leave us in our 
despair, who invites us to lift our eyes to the larger story of redemption unfolding all 
around us. 
 
So let us wait with hope this Advent. Not for quick fixes or superficial comforts, but 
for the coming of Christ, who makes all things new. And as we wait, may we find the 
courage to let go of our small hopes and embrace the audacious, dangerous, life-
giving hope of the gospel.  
 
Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Jerry 
 

 

Upcoming Announcements 
 

 Sunday, December 1 
o First Sunday of Advent with 

communion at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Note:  No Confirmation Class 

 Wednesday, December 4 
o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 

o Community Meal – 6:00 pm 
o SHINE – 6:30 pm (last Shine 

until 1-8-2025) 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 
o Adult Bells – 8:15 pm 

 Sunday, December 8 
o Praise worship at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Churchwide cleanup at 

11:15 am 
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 Wednesday, December 11 

o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 6:30 pm 
o Cookies, Cocoa & Christmas 

Cheer Variety Show – 7:00 
pm 

 Sunday, December 15 
o Worship Service with Bell 

Choir program at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Christmas Caroling in 

Canistota at 6:00 pm (meet at 
the church parking lot) 

 Wednesday, December 18 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 

 Sunday, December 22 
o Worship Service with 

Children’s Christmas 
Program at 9:30 am 

o No Sunday School until 1-5-
2024 

o Chapel at nursing home at 
2:30 pm 

 Tuesday, December 24 
o Christmas Eve candlelight 

service at 5:00 pm 
 Sunday, December 29 

o Worship service at 9:30 am 
o No Sunday school 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ongoing Activities: 
 
Quilting Group, “Prayers & Squares” meets 
on Monday mornings at 9:00 am in the 
church fellowship hall. 
 
Men’s Group Bible Study meets on Fridays 
at 6:00 am in the church fellowship hall. 
 
Community Events: 
 Canistota City Council 

o At City Hall 
o December 2nd at 6:00 pm 

 Canistota’s Festival of Trees  
o American Legion Hall 
o Saturday, December 7th  
o 3:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

 Canistota School Board Meeting 
o At School Library 
o Monday, December 9th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 Elementary Winter Concert  
o At Canistota School 
o Thursday, December 12th  
o At 6:30 pm 

 Middle School & High School Winter 
Concert 

o At Canistota School 
o Monday, December 16th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 PTO Meeting 
o At Canistota School at 6:30 pm 
o Tuesday December 17th  
o Contact:  ptocanistotahawks@gmail.com 

for location 

 Winter Break at Canistota School from 
December 23 – January 3 

 Visit Canistota.k.12.sd.us for 
additional school calendar events 

 
Thank you to all who helped to decorate the 

church on Saturday, November 30th for the 
Advent & Christmas Seasons! 
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Advent Hope 

By Pastor Jerry Bertelson 

Advent marks the beginning of the church’s liturgical year, a season of anticipation 
and longing. But as Dr. Will Willimon, dean emeritus at Duke University, recently 
wrote in an email newsletter, “Advent hope starts by confronting us—shaking us out 
of our false comforts and easy expectations.” Advent hope is not the kind of hope that 
makes us comfortable. It’s not a soothing optimism that glosses over the realities of 
life.  

Consider the story of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24. They are 
trudging away from Jerusalem, their shoulders heavy with grief and disappointment. 
“We had hoped,” they tell the stranger walking beside them. “We had hoped that 
Jesus was the one to redeem Israel.” Their words echo in the hearts of anyone who 
has ever felt the sting of unmet expectations. They had hoped Jesus would restore 
their nation, overthrow the oppressors, and fix the broken systems. But their hopes 
were too small. They couldn’t see the larger story unfolding in front of them, the story 
of a hope that transcends human limitations. 
 
When Jesus finally reveals Himself to them, He doesn’t pat them on the back or offer 
shallow reassurance. Instead, He opens their eyes to the fullness of God’s plan. It’s not 
about small victories or temporary solutions; it’s about the transformation of the 
entire world. The resurrection redefines hope—it doesn’t erase suffering but infuses 
it with meaning and purpose. 
 
Paul captures this same radical vision in 1 Corinthians 15:19: “If for this life only we 
have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.” It’s a sobering reminder. 
If our hope in Christ is limited to this life—to comfort, success, or even the survival of 
our institutions—then we’ve missed the point entirely. True hope looks beyond this 
life. It’s rooted in the resurrection, in the God who defeated death and offers new life. 
This hope doesn’t promise an easy path. It calls us to walk with Jesus through the 
cross, through suffering, through the disorienting in-between of a kingdom that is 
both here and not yet fully realized. 
 
In ministry, I’ve seen the dangers of false hopes. There’s the hope that a charismatic 
leader will fill the pews, that a new program will revive a struggling church, or that 
our good intentions will somehow save us. These hopes are tempting because they’re 
tangible. They’re achievable. But they’re also shallow. They demand little of us and 
fail to address the deeper transformations God desires. Jesus doesn’t settle for these 
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easy answers. He disrupts them, challenging us to hope for more—for the kind of 
change that begins in our hearts and spills out into the world. 
 
Advent hope is not passive. It’s not a resignation to the way things are. It’s a defiant 
trust in God’s power to bring life out of death, redemption out of ruin. This kind of 
hope isn’t easy. It doesn’t fix everything overnight. But it’s real, and it lasts. 
 
Isaiah 40:31 offers a glimpse of this enduring hope: “But those who hope in the Lord 
will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” This is the hope Advent calls us to 
embrace—a hope that renews and sustains us even in the midst of waiting, even 
when the path forward is unclear. 
 
As we enter this Advent season, let’s be clear-eyed about what we’re hoping for. This 
isn’t about wishful thinking or sentimental cheer. Advent hope is grounded in God’s 
promises, promises that come to fruition not through our efforts but through God’s 
faithfulness. It’s the hope of a God who walks with us on our Emmaus roads, even 
when we fail to recognize Him. It’s the hope of a God who refuses to leave us in our 
despair, who invites us to lift our eyes to the larger story of redemption unfolding all 
around us. 
 
So let us wait with hope this Advent. Not for quick fixes or superficial comforts, but 
for the coming of Christ, who makes all things new. And as we wait, may we find the 
courage to let go of our small hopes and embrace the audacious, dangerous, life-
giving hope of the gospel.  
 
Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Jerry 
 

 

Upcoming Announcements 
 

 Sunday, December 1 
o First Sunday of Advent with 

communion at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Note:  No Confirmation Class 

 Wednesday, December 4 
o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 

o Community Meal – 6:00 pm 
o SHINE – 6:30 pm (last Shine 

until 1-8-2025) 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 
o Adult Bells – 8:15 pm 

 Sunday, December 8 
o Praise worship at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Churchwide cleanup at 

11:15 am 
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 Wednesday, December 11 

o Beginning Bells – 3:45 pm 
o Youth Bells – 4:45 pm 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 6:30 pm 
o Cookies, Cocoa & Christmas 

Cheer Variety Show – 7:00 
pm 

 Sunday, December 15 
o Worship Service with Bell 

Choir program at 9:30 am 
o Sunday School at 10:30 am 
o Christmas Caroling in 

Canistota at 6:00 pm (meet at 
the church parking lot) 

 Wednesday, December 18 
o MS Youth Group – 5:30 pm 
o HS Youth Group – 7:00 pm 

 Sunday, December 22 
o Worship Service with 

Children’s Christmas 
Program at 9:30 am 

o No Sunday School until 1-5-
2024 

o Chapel at nursing home at 
2:30 pm 

 Tuesday, December 24 
o Christmas Eve candlelight 

service at 5:00 pm 
 Sunday, December 29 

o Worship service at 9:30 am 
o No Sunday school 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ongoing Activities: 
 
Quilting Group, “Prayers & Squares” meets 
on Monday mornings at 9:00 am in the 
church fellowship hall. 
 
Men’s Group Bible Study meets on Fridays 
at 6:00 am in the church fellowship hall. 
 
Community Events: 
 Canistota City Council 

o At City Hall 
o December 2nd at 6:00 pm 

 Canistota’s Festival of Trees  
o American Legion Hall 
o Saturday, December 7th  
o 3:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

 Canistota School Board Meeting 
o At School Library 
o Monday, December 9th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 Elementary Winter Concert  
o At Canistota School 
o Thursday, December 12th  
o At 6:30 pm 

 Middle School & High School Winter 
Concert 

o At Canistota School 
o Monday, December 16th  
o At 7:00 pm 

 PTO Meeting 
o At Canistota School at 6:30 pm 
o Tuesday December 17th  
o Contact:  ptocanistotahawks@gmail.com 

for location 

 Winter Break at Canistota School from 
December 23 – January 3 

 Visit Canistota.k.12.sd.us for 
additional school calendar events 

 
Thank you to all who helped to decorate the 

church on Saturday, November 30th for the 
Advent & Christmas Seasons! 


