April Newsletter

There is a poem I come back to every spring. It was written by a Jesuit priest named Gerard
Manley Hopkins in the late 1800s. The poem is called God’s Grandeur. It is not long, but it
carries a good deal of weight for its size.

Hopkins began with the often-quoted line: “The world is charged with the grandeur of God.”
Charged is a curious word. It sounds almost electrical. Like the air before a thunderstorm or the
spark in a fence wire you learn not to grab twice. Hopkins meant that the glory of God runs
through creation like a current. You may not always see it, but it is there nonetheless.

Now Hopkins was no sentimentalist. He looked around at the world and saw what people had
done to it. Smoke, soot, factories, tired fields, and human busyness piled on top of everything.
He wrote that people had “seared” and “bleared” the earth with their work. It was his polite
nineteenth-century way of saying that we humans have a talent for wearing things out.

Still, Hopkins noticed something remarkable. The world keeps bouncing back.

He writes, “And for all this, nature is never spent; there lives the dearest freshness deep down
things.” That line feels especially true this time of year.

Winter has a way of convincing a person that the world has shut down for good. The trees look
dead. The ground is hard. Everything seems quiet and tired. Then one morning the birds start
making noise again. A stubborn patch of green shows up in the grass. Before long the trees begin
to bud like they were just waiting for the signal.

Life returns whether we asked for it or not.

Hopkins believed that quiet renewal pointed to something deeper. Beneath all the noise and wear
of human life, God is still at work.

Scripture says something similar in John 1:5: “The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.” Darkness may make a loud entrance, but it never manages to
close the show.

That truth sits at the heart of Easter. The story of Jesus moves through suffering and death and a
sealed tomb. And then morning arrives. The stone is rolled away. Life stands where death had
been.

Spring and Easter seem to understand each other.
Hopkins ends his poem by imagining God’s Spirit hovering over the world with care and

warmth, like a bird protecting its young. The same Spirit that breathed life into the world in the
beginning has not wandered off.



So, when the trees begin to bud and the earth shakes off the winter cold, it is more than a change
in the weather. It is a reminder. A witness. A testimony.

The world may get worn from time to time. People certainly do. But deep down, as Hopkins
said, there is still life in things. And every Easter morning shouts the same good news: life has a
way of rising again.

Happy Easter!

Pastor Jerry Bertelson
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A SIX-WEEK SERMON SERIES IN THE BOOK oF RUTH

EDEEMING ~

CAMPING DEADLINES

This is a reminder that the early bird deadlines for camping are approaching: April 30th for both
the Presbyterian and Methodist camps. Please keep Karyn informed!! Remember, the church
will help pay 60% of the early bird deadline!! Camps are available for all age levels and offer a
huge variety of activities.
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It's that time of year again! Our Middle School and High School Youth are
hosting the annual Pizza Fundraiser to raise money for mission trips, youth outings,

Wednesday night youth group snacks, game supplies, and more. 1% @

@ - Here’s how you can help: ----------------

&What’s being sold?

Delicious 14-inch pizzas with five topping options
available for only $12 each.

who participates in the United Church of Canistota Youth
Group. <

"?ord‘er Deadli;le' ) All orders must be placed by April 8, 2026.
®

@ When will pizzas be ready? Pizzas will be delivered on Saturday,
\ May 9 at 9:00 AM. Ry

e Buyers can pick up their pizzas at this time at United Church. OR...
® « Sellers can also deliver pizzas.

 Have questions? ¥ Contact: Mandy Keler: 605-770-4312 « Pastor Jerry: 605-321-0388

5l Thank you for supporting our youth ministry! o
» Let’s make this fundraiser a success! , ~— ¢
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FUNDRAISING GALA

APRIL 25, 2026

" | TICKETINFORMATION
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$50 Eer person or
350 per table

A table includes 8 tickets

Childcare available at the United Church during the event

for freewill donation
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TO PURCHASE TICKETS USING VENMO

SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW
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PLEASE SPECIFY “GALA"” AND QUANTITY OF TICKETS YOU ARE
PURCHASING IN THE “WHAT'S IT FOR” BOX
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CONFIRMATION\
BANQUET

—a ¥ —
will be held on

Sunday, April 19th
at 5 pm
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CONFIRMATION '
SUNDAY
)
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will be held on

Sunday, April 26th
at 9:30 am
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B willl be on
Wednesday, Aprd 29th

See 3%%&’




t (Celebrate Our
" CHILDREN'S & YOUTH MINISTRIES!

YOUTH
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SUNDAY, MAY 3

. Dlease oin s as we celebrate all of the remarkable eaders

Who make these ministries posible! 4
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‘Calmer Days, ‘
Stronger Families:

. 2:00 PM - 3:30 PM » SUNDAY, MAY 3

United (fh-drch of Canistota

Taught by Robert Beringer, BCMA, M.A, Ed.S.

ﬂ Strategies for managing ADHD at home & school
<€; Tips to support your child’s success

All are welcome to attend.

This presentation will be geared toward adults and educato

who parent and/or teach children with ADHD:
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We will recognize and celebrate
all high school graduates on

Refreshments will follow the service.

On Memorial Day, we pause to honor the brave

and remember the loved ones who have gone before us.
Their lives remain in our hearts. Their love lives on.

MAY 24TH

During the Worship Service
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y . We will recognize
 +« and celebrate

Join us for a special time of
appreciation and blessing for all
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/s the mothers in our church family.
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This summer, our church will have the joy of hosting 16 youth and
adults from the First United Methodist Church of LaGrange,
Georgia. Just as our own youth and chaperones were graciously
welcomed into host homes during this year’s mission trip to
Georgia, we now have the opportunity to return that same warmth
and kindness.

Our guests will be here May 24-29, 2026, and we are looking for
families or individuals willing to open their homes to two or more
youth or adults. Hosting includes providing a bed for each person,
breakfast each morning, and transportation to and from the church
each day.

Hospitality has always been a cornerstone of Christian life, from
Abraham welcoming strangers under the oak trees to Jesus

sharing meals with friends and travelers. This is a chance to
practice that same sacred hospitality, turning our homes into small
reflections of God’s welcome and grace.

- =
If you're interested in hosting,

please cml‘ac'tPa&Zb#Jwy.




